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LONDON. 


Mr. Paul Vaillant, Book/eller, in the Strand, 
has juft publifh’d the Tranflation of a French 
Piece on Maritime Power and Commerce ; 
particularly thofe of France. It ts entitled, 
An Essay on MARITIME PowER and 
Commerce; particularly thofe of France. 
In an Epiftolary Difcourfe. Addre/i’d to 
the Count de Maurepas, Secretary of State, 
and of the Marine. By M. DEstanoes. 


Re HE Tranflator of this Piece affures us, 
Caeenea) in his Preface, there are few Books that 





| 
re eu, : 
ae have appeared in the French Language 


KGaA of late Years, which have better deferved 
to appear likewife in. ours than this, 

The Author was perfectly well qualified to write it. 
His perfect Acquaintance with maritime Affairs, 
raifed him to the Superintendence of one of the 
A prin- 
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principal Ports of France. Since he has been in 
this Poft, he has dedicated his Time and his great 
Parts to thofe Studies which were likely to be moft 
ufeful to him in the Ditcharge of his Duty. He 
was encouraged to write this | ie ity by the Count de 
Maurepas, who has at this Time the Care of the 
Marixe, and who is the ableft Minifter at this Day 
in France. The Defign in writing it is pretty evi- 
dent, ** That Minifter has been long endeavouring 

** to Inspire the Councils of his Country with an 
‘© ardent Pafi " of retrieving the Naval Power of 
“ France, and feiting it once again on the Foot 
«© upon which it ftood in the Reign of Lewis X1V. 
‘© In order to bring this to bear, the Count de Mau- 
“< yepas has, from Time to Time, caufed fevera] 
‘© Treatifes to be written and publifhed on Naviga- 
‘s tion and Commerce, in fuch a Method as was 
<¢ moft likely to ftimulate the Pride, and excite the 

Jealouly of the French Nation.” This Work 
of M. Deflandes feems to be the Minifter’s laft Ef- 
fort, both from the Matter of the Work itfelf, 
which is fyftematical, and comprehends, in a very 
narrow Compafs, the Subftance of what had been 
publifhed before by Piece-meal, and from the Art 
and Induftry which its Patron ufed to introduce it 
into the World, and to recommend it to the Perufal 
of all the curious Perfons of that Kingdom. 

We are to confider this Book then, ‘* as a mi- 
‘¢ nifterial Treatile of Naval Power, intended to 
“ convince the Council of Fi. ance, Of the abfolute 
‘© Neceffity of attending to the AZari7°, efpecially 
«sat this Juncture, and i in order to juitify any ex- 
‘© traordinary Meatuares that mighi be taken to efta- 
‘s blifh fuch a MdZerine.” 

The fay icfelf, the Trav flator fays, we fhall 
find, i refpe€& to Method, Matter, and Stile, a 
Curious, encertaining, and Ts Treatiic, as well 
as an artful, ingenious, and well-adjutted Contri- 

vance, 
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vance, for executing the political Defign which gave 
it Birch. The Author has difplay’d his Wit, his 
Learning, and his great Knowledge of the Subject 
of which he treats, all in their proper Places. He 
gives a juft and fair Hiftory of the Trade of the 
Ancie nh in a very narrow Compafs, and in fo 
mafterly a Way, as to give a much better Notion 
of it, than thole Writers who have created this Sub- 
ject more diffufively. {ndecd, if we fet afide the 
political Scheme of its Author, this ought to be con- 
fidered as one of the mott fhining “Parts of his 
Book ; it being very extraordinary, that he fhould, 
in fo fhort a Space, in a manner exhauf fo fruitful 
a Topic, and, at the fame Time, give ic all the 
Graces of Stile and Method that could be expected 
or wifheda for. But if we take his political End 
into this View, we fhall behold his Hittory of an- 
cient Commerce in a ftill better Light; it being 
certain, _ how much foever he was Matter of his 
Subject, | he would never have treated it fo largely 
here, if, in his manner of treating it, he had noc 
more effectually recommended the Maxim he meant 
principally to eflablifh, than he could have done 
any other Way. This Maxim 1s plainly, that a 
Superior Naval Forte is abfolutely neceffary to unt- 
ver {al Monarchy, which he demonftrates in the moft 
fenfible ¢ manner, from the Examples of all the uni- 
verfal Monarchies that -have ever fubfifted. The 
Tranflator adds, 

One ices, from the Management of this Author, 
how the moft crabled Subjects may be iluftrated 
and render’d agreeable. By a judicious Mixture of 
modern with ancient Hiftory, he keeps the Mind 
in continual Aétion, and never fuffers the Reader’s 
Attention to languifh. He introduces, very judici- 
oufly, Quotations from the beft Writers of his own 
Nation, which, in the firft place, enables him to 
infinuate much {tronger Things than he could other- 

A 2 wile 
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wife have faid himfelf;, and, inthe next, they give 
a Sanétion to his Refleétions, by fhewing that his 
Opinions are the fame with thofe of the greateft 
Men France has produced. 

Befides this general Character of the Work before 
us, the Tranflator has in his Preface dropt two or 
three Obfervations that are plainly intended for pro- 
moting the Britifh Intereft. The following ought 
principally to be confidered. He fays, ** The 
«* greateft Advantage that can refult from the read- 
«¢ ing this Book, is the gaining a juft Notion of 
« the prefent Defign of France. Here we fee, that 
‘© the moft powerful of our Neighbours ; the moft 
¢¢ reftlels and ambitious Nation in Ezrope, our na- 
«« tural and implacable Enemies, have difcovered the 
‘¢ true Source of our Strength, and have nothing 
‘¢ fo much in View as to wreft it from us. We 
«¢ here fee plainly, that fhe thinks it her Intereft to 
‘¢ ravifh from us our Trade, and to eftablifh, if 
‘<¢ poffible, a Naval Power, equal or fuperior to all 
<* others. ‘This ought to put us upon our Guard, 
«< and to engage us to make ufe, in Time, of thofe 
«© Advantages, which, by the Favour of Provi- 
«¢ dence, we at prefent poflefs: For if ever it 
‘¢ fhould come to pafs, that fuch a Spirit as this 
‘¢ Author labours to excite, fhould prevail in France, 
‘© at the fame Time that it grew languid here, 
‘* nothing could poffibly prevent the French Mo- 
«¢ narch from attaining that Superiority at which he 
‘* aims, by compleating our Ruin.” 

In pro! fecuting his Subject, our Author enlarges 
on the four following Propofitions: Firft, That all 
the Nations of Antiquity that were defirous of rai- 
fing a univerial Reputation, and diftinguifhing 
themfelves above others, have cultivated a Maritime 
Force; and the more they have cultivated it, the 
greater Power and Authority they acquired. Se- 
condly, That from the Beginning of their Monarchy, 
the 
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the French have always underftood the Utility of a 
Maritime Power, that their greateft Kings have 
fought to eflablifh it, and that the moft judicious 
of their Minifters have bent all their Study and In- 
duftry that Way, tho’ divers Obftacles have from 
Time to Time rifen, and prevented their Councils 
taking Effect. Thirdly, That of all the Kingdoms 
ot Europe, France is that which has the greatett Re- 
fources, and poficfies more Advantages than any 
other for rendring a Maritime Power flourifhing ; 
and that it likewife ftands moft in need of fuch a 
Force, on Account of the large Extent of its Coats, 
and its many Ports and Havens. Fourthly, Vhat 
Maritime Power, fupported by the Royal Autho- 
rity, fhould ferve to protect Commerce, to extend 
it, to gain it every Day frefh Aquifitions ; and that 
Commerce fhould ferve to introduce Abundance, 
and by fpreading Riches through the whole King- 
dom, render it as powerful as it is poffible it fhould 
be. 

I fhall here give the Reader an Epitome of what 
our Author has advanced under the foregoing Heads, 

In treating of the firft Propofition he fays, We 
ought to refer the Origin and Rudiments of Navi- 
gation to the Egyptians and Phenicians. The prin- 
cipal Commerce purfued by the Egyptians, was that 
of the Eaft, by Way of the Red Sea. There never 
was any Nation who knew fo well as this, how to 
make ufe of all the Advantages that are to be de- 
rived from a great River. ‘They had every where 
cut Canals, which, at the Time of its Inundation, 
were filled by the Ni/e, and thofe Canals facilitated 
the Tranfportation of valuable Commodities, as 
well as of the mere Neceflaries of Lite. If the 
Chinefe are in Truth defcended from the Egyptians, 
as fome confiderable Men have conjectured, then it 
muft be owned they are fo far from falling fhort of 
their Anceftors, that they in Truth exceed them 
A 3 very 
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very far, They have rendered their whole Country 
navigable and eafy of Acces, by drawing Canals 
of Communication from one River to another, fo 
that there is fcarce a Town or even a Village which 
has not the Conventency of Water-Carriage. We 
fee farther, upon thofe Rivers, a prodigious “Number 
of People, active, frugal, taken up entirely with 
the Study of Commerce, and who very rarely go 
afhore ; and as ail thefe People have nothing but 
Boats, of different Figures, for their Eftates, as well 
as their Habitations, i: frequently happens that thefe 
Boats unite and form a kind of Hamlets, which 
the Chixefe range with fo much Symmetry, that 
they call them with great Propriety, Warer-7 owns. 
By this Means the whole Nation is in Motion ; 
they avoid Idlenels, and never find any Thing dif- 
ficult, where either Profit or Honour is to be ac- 
quired. 

As for the Phenicians, one has Reafon to be fur- 
prifed at the mighty Power they fo rapidly acquired, 
when one confiders that they pofleffed only a nar- 
row Slip of the Coaft of 4fa, hemmed in by Na- 
tions fo powerful and warlike, as to hinder them 
from ever extending themfclves. But this very 
Circumftance turned to their Advantage, it height- 
ning their Courage, while their Defire of diftin- 
guifhing themfelves excited them to feek on the 
Sea a new Empire, which they were to owe folely 
to their Bravery. Full of thefe Idéas, they wifely 
profited themfelves of all the Ports, Harbours, and 
Creeks on their Coaft, and repaid themfelves with 
Ulury for the narrow Bounds to which their Coun- 
try was confined. They merit alfo further Com- 
mendation, for having undertaken long and dan- 
gerous V oyages, without Affiftance from the Lights 
of others, or being encouraged by any Examples. 

It is probable, that the forced Sojournment of the 
People of God among the Egyptians infpired them 
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with an Inclination towards maritime Affairs, 
and taat this Inclination was heightened by the 
Niuighbourlivod of Zyre and Phenicia. The Fleets 
of So/non, woich were fent to Ophir and Tharfis, 
brove!: from thence immenfe Riches. Never any 
Princ-, how powerful or rich foever, amafled fo 
great 2 Quantity of Gold as he did, (one fingle 
Voyage having procuced him four hundred and 
fifty Talents of it) or éver carried Magnificence to 
that Height as it arrived at under his Reign. 

The Ea/ Indies, which, after China, are of all 
Countries the bett peopled, were for a long Time 
the Object of all the Voyages undertaken by the 
Ancients, and the fole Commerce in which they 
engaged; all Nations vied with each other in going 
thither, in Proportion to their Patience, or the Ta- 
lent they had for enriching themfelves: However, 

thisCommerce, fo great and fo diftinguifhed, began 

to fink by degrees; nay, it came at ‘Taft to ins quite 
extinguifhed, and it was the Prolemies, who, trom 
their Thirft of Glory, and of Power, revived it 
again. The Merchants of Alexandria then made 
themfelves Matters of it, and fenc thither every 
Year confiderable Fleets. 

On the Decay of ancient 7yre, and by the Wealth 
and Wifiom of the Pbhenicians, Carthage was 
erected. Nothing could be more rapid than the 
Progrefs of her. ma:itime Power. Towards the End 
of the fecond Pani¢ War, fhe reckoned within her 
Wails no fewer than 700,000 Inhabitants; at 
the fame time more than 300 African Cities ac- 
Knowledged her for their M Lannea: She had fent 
Colonies into Spain, Sicily, and Sardinia; Colonies, 
that became as numerous as powerful. Her Veflels 
every where refpected, made daily new Conquefts, 
and it is even believed they penetrated as far as 
America, 
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The Advantages of Navigation were too palpa- 
ble, in refpect to People of any Attention, long to 
efcape the Greeks; that Nation, fo induftrious, and 
who knew {fo well how to appropriate to themfelves 
the Inventions of others, could not fail of aiming 
at the Dominion of the Sea. We read what a vatt 
Number of Ships were employed by them in the 
Trojan War; we fee by that Expedition how pow- 
ertul they were then by Sea and Land, how jealous 
of their Rights, and how unable to bear even the 
flighteft Injuries. Zomer, taking a poetical Liberty, 
undoubtedly exaggerated the Circumftances of this 
Enterprize ; this, however, is at leaft certain, that 
from their very Origin the Greeks built Vefiels, 
and knew how to manage them. By degrees, as 
they increafed their Authority, as they grew ftronger 
and better verfed in the Art of Government, they 
applied themlelves with much Ardour, to whatever 
had any Reference to Naval Power. To fuch a 
Pitch of this they arrived, that Cimon, Admiral 
of the Arbenian Fleet, after a fignal Victory over 
that of Perfia, impofed on the great King this 
hard Condiuon, viz. to abandon al] the Seas navi- 
gated by the Greeks, and not to fuffer his Subjeéts 
to approach their Coafts nearer than three Days 
fail. 

Inthe Age preceding the Birth of Alexander the 
Great, Athens and Sparta were engaged in difpu- 
ting with one another the Empire of the Egean and 
Jonian Seas. After reciprocal Loffes and Advan- 
tages, Sparta took one hundred and fourfcore 
Ships from her Enemy, befieged her in Form, and 
forced her to furrender at Diicretion. Arbens was 
humbled by this, but not abfolutely deflroyed ; 
fhe, in her Turn, repaid Sparta the fame hard Mea- 
fure fhe had received. 

Philip, King of Macedon, from the very Be- 
ginning of his Reign, made the utmoft Efforts to 

eftablifh 
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eftablifh a maritime Force, which he intended to 
ufe with a high Hand. The firft Pretence of which 
he ferved himfelf for difplaying a naval Power, 
was for reprefling Pyrates, who were grown info- 
Jent through a long Series of fuccefsful Villanies, 
and of thele he uncertook to clear the Evean and 
lonian Seas. But in a fhort time he began to ex- 
ercife that Trade, of Pyracy, himfelf. However 
unworthy this was of a Prince, he ftoop’d to it for 
the fake of filling his Coffers; and the Parafites of 
his Court invented a thoufand Reafons to prove it 
to be for his Honour. 

His Son Alexander, who could not help being 
aftonifhed himfelf at the Rapidity of his Victories, 
did not however forget, that, without a maritime 
Power, without a fixed and fettled Commerce, his 
Conquefts muft not only become ufelefs, but ruinous. 
It was for this Reafon, that, after having fubverted 
Tyre, and made Carthage tremble, he founded Alex- 
andria, to be the Seat of that vaft Monarchy, 
which he had planned to ferve as the common 
Staple for Commerce, and to knit together, as one 
may fay, the feveral Parts of the Univerfe. 

And tho” Alexander did not live to fee the Effeéts - 
of this glorious Project, yet he, who among his 
Captains made himfelf Mafter of Egypt, being a 
Man curious in his Temper, and of an elevated 
Genius, favour’d the Eftablifhment of Alexandria, 
and granted her all the Rights and Privileges fhe 
deferved. He opened again the Navigation of the 
Indies, which had been fo long interrupted, and 
the Facility with which this was attended, with the 
tempting Hopes of Gain, drew to his Court all 
who thoroughly underftood Trade, and were well 
verfed in Navigation. For the yet greater Encou- 
ragement of Commerce in his Dominions, and to 
prevent any other Nation from interfering therein, 
he drew the Plan of a magnificent City on the Weft- 
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fide of the Red Sea, that he might be able to infpeé& 
his maritime Power in Perfon, and judge of the 
Encouragements necefiary for ftriking out new 
Channels of Trade: But this Defign meeting with 
many Obftacles, was not executed ull after his 
Death, by Ptolemy Philadelpbus, who was very 
expeditious in perfecting it, and gave the new City 
his Mother’s Name of Berenice. This Emporium 
joined to a f2fe and commocious Port, called Myos 
Horsos, which quickly became the Mart for the 
pe al Merchandizes of drabia, India, Perfia, 

d Libopis. Thefe Merchandizes being laid up 
there, vere thence tranfported by Camels to Coptos, 
were the publick Officers took care of their Em- 
barkation on the WN/e, aid their Conveyance to 
Alexandriz, where a continual & xchange was made 
of all the rich Commodities furnifhed from the Zaft 
to the We?, and of the Neceffaries with which the 
We: fupplies the £..,:, but in lefs Quantity: To 
facilitate this Trafic, which required Carriages, Arti- 
ficers, and a vait Train of other Attendance, a 
fine Road was laid from Coptos to the Red-Sea, 
lined with a Canal, furnithed with large Refervoirs 
of frefh Water at convenient D Viftances, as likewife 
Magazines and Inns for the Entertainment and 
Accon modation of the Traders. Befides this, Pto- 
lemy Philadelp? bus kept two numerous Fleets, one 
in the Red-Sea, and the other in the Mediterranean, 
to fcour thole Seas of Pyrates, and proteét the 
Merchants. 

The Ptolemies in Egypt, were not the only Suc- 
ceffors of Alexander, that had an Eye to maritime 
Affairs. Seleucus and Autizonus, two other of his 
Captains, falling out on fome trifling Occafion, 
equipp’d great Fleets, and mutually attack’d each 
other. This laft had a Son, Demetrius Poliorcetes, 
who diftinguifhed himfeif by a Spirit of Invention, 
and a perfect Knowledge of Mechanics; he con- 

trived 
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trived a new fort of Gallies, and many other Naval 
NMiachines, 

Greece and the leffer A/a, were divided into 
many Kingdoms, that were almoft continually at 
War with each other, and had alternatively Princes 
who thoroughly underftood the Value of a Naval 
Power, and diltinguifhed themfelves thereby. Such 
were Poilip and uts son Perfeus, Kings ot Mace- 
dou; Attaius and LEumenes, Kings ot Pergamus; 
Prufias, King of Byrhynia; Antiochus, King of 
Syria, and the fecret Partizan of all the Enemies 
of the oman People; Nebis, and fome other 
Tyrants, who fettled and foruhed themfelves on 
the Coat of Greece. 

The Romans did not poffefs themfelves of all the 
Advantages that are derived from a great Force 
at Sea, till the Beginning of the fecond Punic War. 
Before that Time, they had attended little there- 
unto; either becaufe they were then wholly occupied 
in extending their Dominions by Land, or that the 
firft Misfortunes they had experienced on their own 
Coafts difgufted them, in refpect to a Trade where 
all Things are expofed to Chance, and where there 
is perpetual Danger. But as their Genius led them 
to perfevere in the Support of whatever they once 
difcerned to be certainly ufcful, they no longer 
neglected maritime Affairs, when they found it 
was poffibie to reconcile them with their Views 
and Interefts ; and we may fafely fay, that it was to 
Caribage, the Haughtinefs and Obftinacy of which 
gave them fo much Trouble, they were chiefly in- 
debted for this Obligation. When therefore the 
Senate took at laft tiie Refolution of razing that 
City, theConful C. Af. Figulus made the following 
Harangue, by their Order, to the Carthaginians: 
© It is the Sea, the mighty Power you have ac- 
““ quired thereon, the Treafures you have drawn 
‘¢ from thence, that have haftened your Fall. Ie 
sf Is 
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«© igs the Sea, and the Power you poflefs thereon, 
«¢ chat has tempted you to feize Sardinia, Sicily, 
‘© Spain, that has feduced you to break your Trea- 
‘< ties of Peace, to pillage our Merchant-Ships, and 
“© to endeavour to hide your Crimes, by drowning 
«¢ thofe you found on Board them: Ina word, it 
« has been your perfect Knowledge cf maritime 
ss Affairs, that made you regard nothing elfe, and 
« Jed you to place your Glory in the committing 
‘¢ fuch mifchievous Aéts, as hitherto we have not 
“© been in a Condition, nor had the Power to 
— | | 

Without running into a Detail of all the E:xpedi- 
tions entered into by the Romans after the Punic 
Wars, and in which they fhewed fo extenfive a 
Capacity inthe Conduct of their Arms, we fhall here 
only obferve, that as all their Enterprizes had fome 
great End in view, fo they never failed of keep- 
ing great Fleets atSea, under the Command of able 
and experienced Captains, The Ruin of Carthage, 
fubjected to Rome all the reft of Africa, which 
fecured to them a conftant Supply of Corn; and 
the burning of Corinth, which followed afterwards, 
finifhed the Demolition of Greece. The Conqueft 
made by the Romans in Afia, proved the Source of 
fuch immenfe Riches as were little known to former 
Times, and introduced at Rome, and all the prin- 
cipal Cities of Jtaly, refined Luxury, a ftudied Ele- 
gancy, which diffufed itfelf through all, and was 
alike vifible in Buildings, Furniture, Drefs, Gar- 
dens, and the Appurtenances of the Table. 

All then gave Way to the Roman Power, and 
Mithridates, who at firft durft oppofe them with fo 
much Courage, funk under their fuperior Force, when 
he faw all his Affairs declining by Land and Sea. 
Luculius, who triumphed over him, expofed among 
the Spoils he had taken from him, one hundred and 
ten Prows of Galleys fheathed with Copper. 
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But in the midft of fo many Advantages, and 
fo vaft a Train of Succefs, there arofe in the very 
Bofom of the Republic a maritime Power, that 
thought to have given her a mortal Wound. In its 
firft Appearance this Power feemed very contemp- 
tible: {¢ was no more than a Handful of Seamen 
and Soldiers who fled from the Rigour of the Laws, 
and became a Company of Pyrates; after having 
taken fome confiderable Prizes, they plunged them- 
felves into all forts of Brutalities, till they found 
themfelves reduced to their primitive Neceffity, by 
the Confumption of their Booty. A Life fo vo- 
luptuous, not only increafed their Number, but 
alfo drew to them fome Perfons of greater Rank, 
of whom moft were tempted by the Novelty of the 
thing, and the reft compelled to i by domeftic 
Diftreffes. There were even Senators, and fome 
experienced Officers, who joined them, and who 
undertook to difcipline and conduct them. Thus, 
by degrees, they were form’d into a kind of Re- 
public, with Laws, and a particular kind of Polity 
agreeable to its Nature, which contracted Alliances 
and Correfpondences in all Places, and which did 
not confine itfelf fo ftriétly to the Sea, but that its 
Members made frequent Defcents on the Coafts, 
in order to ravage the Country, and even to put 
confiderable Cities under Contribution, The inte- 
{tine Quarrels at Kome long hindred her from pro- 
viding againft this growing Mifchief: At length, the 
People perceiving the Egyptian and Sicilian Corn 
Fleets did not arrive, and that all the Neceffaries 
of Life rofe exceffively, they began not only to 
complain, but to clamour. Pompey was at laft 
charged with the Conduét of this War, the Confe- 
quences of which appeared to be dangerous: In 
little more than two Years time he cleared the Seas 
of thefe Villains. Before the End of this Affair he 
was 
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was convinced of this Truth, and often repeated ir, 
that he is Mafler at Land who ts Mafter at Sea. 

The Romans had hitherto kept within the Bounds 
of the Mediterranean, but when Ce/ar was Gover- 
nor of Gau/ they attempted the Ocean, and built 
Ships ftronger and of greater Burden than they had 
formerly uled. The Ooftacles they encountered in 
their new Enterprizes, bur heightned their Courage 
and Curiofity. Ce/ar’s Defcent on Britain, mult 
be regarded as a very hazardous Undertaking at 
that Lime of Day; for that Country was not only 
unknown to the Rom ws, but, in a great meafure, 
alfo to the Gauls themlelves, who had on ly fkimmed 
its Coafts, and bought there haftily fuch Commo- 
dities as they ftood in need of. But Ce/ar’s 
Talents and Courage were equal to the Execution 
of the greateft Defigns. In {pite of all the Diffi- 
culties he had to encounter, he invaded that Ifland, 
and obliged the People, notwithftanding their paf- 
fionate Love of Liberty, to fubmit to pay the 
Romans a confiderable ‘Tribute. 

The new Lights that Ce/ar acquired while he 
governed the Gauis, were of fingular Ufe to him 
in the Civil War, which recalled him into /ta/y. It 
imported him always to be Superior at Sea, and he 
accordingly built and equipped abundance of Ships, 
like thofe he had feen in Ule among the Gals; he 
conformed alfo to their Dikcgline. 

After the Death of Cefar, Augu/tus his Succeflor, 
in {oite of the little Capacity he had for martial 
Affairs i in general, or Naval i.xploics in particular, 
obtained many V ictories by the V ‘alour and Condué 
of his Generals. He began with entirely ruining 
the Maritime Forces of the younger Pompey. He 
afterwards fought the Battle of Asiam, which fub- 
dued Anthony, the Rival that he moft feared. 7 
great a Victory could not be left on 
afforded an Opportunity for eitablifhing Jari- 
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time Syftem which lafted curing the whole Reiga 
of Aacullus. This Syitem confitte? in always 


hav ag three ffour Squadrons in a Condition to put 
to Sea; the firft was ftationed at Avejus, in the 
Narbonne ~ Gan il, which was to reftrain the In- 
habitants of the Spanifh Coafls, and of thofe Parts 
of Provence and La “8 ‘edoc W! ich e wafhed by 


n f y 
' > 


the Avediterranean; the fecond was at Cape Me/jina, 
tor the S Security ae the Navigzauon in that which 
was _ the Lower or Ltvurian Sea; the third at 
Ravenna, tor fecuring the upper or Adriatic Sea, 
Befide a fe two laft Squadrons he kept a certain 
Number of Soldiers, ready to embark at the leaft 
Warning, who were called Claffiaiti, or Marines. 
Their Duty was to ferve at Sea, in which the 

were continually exercifed. He equipped alfo Ships 
for making Difcoveries in _4/rica towards the Fgua- 
tor, others for examining the Coatts of Auroze as 
far as the C mébrian Cher} nefits. and, laftly, a third 
fort, that were to fa i up iuch Rivers, the Mouths 
of which were only known. The Veiicls em- 
ployed in thefe Courtes were fliled Neves Lu/jorie 
or ufuric. Ina wo a the Romans never under 
took fuch perilous or important Voyages as under 
the R eign of Augustus. That Emperor cook care 
to fend into the moft diftane Provinces, 1 Vien of the 
moft quick and penetrating Parts, from whom he 
received a fincere and accurate Detail of all thar 
paficd there. But afier his Death the Empire was 
forely fhaken, and its Foundations decayed by de- 
grees. Few of his Succeffors had any Tafte for 
Maritime Affairs: Even Tiberias, who at firft pur- 
fued the Scheme of his Predeceffor, and on whom 
that Compliment was beftowed, Penes te Hominum 
Deorumque confenfus Maris ac Terre Regimen effe 
Voiuit, To you by the confent of Gods ‘and Men, 

the Rule of Earth and Sea is committed; even oy 
I fay, fpeedily gave the Lye to his firft Proceed 
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ings, and fuffered his Maritime Power to languifh, 
and at length fall into utter Extinction. 

Here then isa fort of Blank in Maritime Hiftory, 
wherein little appears but fortuitous Expeditions, fitter 
to be referred to Humour and Caprice, than to true 
Courage, or a juft Defire of fuftaining the Dignity 
of the Roman Name. 

Two remarkable Facts however in this Period 
deferve to be taken notice of. The firft refpeéts 
the Emperor Claudius Nero, who built, at the 
Entrance of the Port of Ostia, a Mole equally folid 
and fuperb, defended by two ftout Out-works, which 
were carried far into the Sea, their Foundations 
being laid on a Stone Platform, raifed on a Flute 
that was afterwards funk to the Bottom. Before 
his Time, this Port was an open Road, and very 
infecure, where Veffels had no fooner caft Anchor, 
than they were obliged to unload their Cargoes into 
flat-bottomed Boats, which eafily remounted the 
Tyber; a Method of working that occafioned a 
great many Lofies, created a great Expence, and 
fometimes was the Caufe of Shipwrecks, when the 
Wind changed fuddenly. 

The fecond Fact relates to the Emperor Trajan, 
who enlarg’d and embellifhed the Port of Ancona, 
fo as to render it one of the Wonders of the World. 
Round it were vaft Piazzas for the Merchants to 
converfe and expofe their Goods in. There were 
alfo fpecious Keys, flank’d with Marble. Thence, 
by large and magnificent Stairs, you defcended to 
the Strand, where Ships might be faftned to a Row 
of Columns at equal Diftances, the Tops of which 
were crowned with the Heads of Sea Divinities, 

Thus we have followed our Author through his 
firft Propofition. He proceeds in the next Place to 
fpeak of the Marine of France, where we fhall 
find a fufficient Proof of his fecond Propofition. 

The 
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The Gauls who bordered on ‘the Ocean, and at 
the Mouths of great Rivers, having the Advantage 
of many Iflands, Capes, Promontaries, Ports, and 
Havens, and being at the fame time naturally im- 
petuous, ftrongly inclined to change their Habi- 
tations, and little fitted for domeftic Employments, 
they almoft all applied themfelves to Maritime Af- 
fairs. Hence their Reputation grew thoroughly 
eftablifhed in this refpect, and they thought no 
Country out of theirReach to which their Veffels could 
carry them; and though it be true, that the Romans 
fubdued them at Land, and divefted them of their 
Rights, yet it is no lefs certain, that they feldom 
gained any Advantage over them by Sea. Every 
Seaman was among them as able as the beft Pilots in 
other Nations. There were no Enemies in the 
World more formidable, or more terrible at Sea 
than they were. It was impoffible to furprife them, 
If boarding became neceffary, they leap’d into the 
Enemy’s Veflel, and overturned all before them, 
before one could well expect to fee them entered. 
If they chafed a Veffel, they infallibly took her, let 
her be ever fo fleet, If they were obliged to re- 
tire, they did ic with fuch Addrefs as to avoid the 
Reproach of flying. 

The Reputation of theGaw/s fubfifted a long Time, 
by the Courage they teftified in all their Rencounters, 
and {till more by their fudden Irruptions, which 
rendered them infinitely terrible to their Enemies, 
and to all Maritime Nations. 

The Roman Emperors who reigned before Con- 
flantine, had, as we have already obferved, but flight 
Notions of Maritime Affairs. Thofe after Con- 
flantine, as they grew weaker and weaker, were 
often expofed to the Valour, and even to the Iufults 
of the Gauls. 

The Romans \ofing, under the Reign of Clovis, 
all that they poffeffed in Gau/, the Inhabitants were 
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at laft delivered from fo long and rigorous a Sub- 
jection. That young Conqueror founded a great 
Empire, that which the French have fince rendered 
fo much fuperior to others. All Things were then 
decided by great Battles, and Clovis fail’d not to be 
at the Head of his Troops, living in a familiar 
Soldier-like manner with his Captains, and his Bre- 
thren in Arms. There was not confequently under the 
firft Race of the Gallic Kings, any need of a Maritime 
Power; and if in thofe Days the /ranks had any Com- 
merce, it was only from Cape to Cape, and Creek to 
Creek, and this was managed by {mall flight Veffels; 
they difcontinued, in thofe Days, all long Voyages. 

Under the fecond Race of her Kings, France 
found herfelf quickly difquieted on the Ocean by 
the Encounters of the Exgli/h and Danes, and in the 
Mediterranean by thofe of the Saracens. This 
induced Charlemagne to take an exact Account of 
the State in which at that Time all the Ports of 
his Kingdom ftood, to order all the old ones to be 
cleanfed, and toopen newones. Heengaged the moft 
able Mariners by all imaginable Encouragements, and 
employed them in building a greatNumber of Veffels, 
which he kept conftantly in Readinefs for Service, 
And as he more and more perceived the Neceffity 
of fuch an Eftablifhment, and difcerned plainly of 
what Confequence it was to the State, he undertook 
feveral Voyages in Perfon, that he might fee Things 
with his own Eyes, and run no Rifque of being 
impofed on by the Reports of unfaithful or unfkil- 
ful Minifters. For this Reafon that great Prince 
performed the Functions of Admiral throughout 
the whole Extent of his Kingdom, and left it as a 
Law to his Succefflors, to perform it with the like 
Exactneis every two Years, Lewis the younger 
feems indeed to be the only one who ever thought 
of fulfilling this Injun&tion, and who took fome 
Meafures that way, efpecially about the Year 
1102: 
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1102: But the Mifchiefs that infefted his Reign, and 


above all, the natural Inconftancy of his Temper, 
would not allow him to perfevere in the Profecu- 
tion of it. 

To return to Charlemagne: He eftablifhed the 
principal Seat of his Nava! Power at Bologue, where 
he re-edified the ancient Pharos, which Time had 
deftroyed. In order to preferve a kind of Com- 
munication throughout his whole Kingdom, he built 
at certain Diftances little Towers, in which Centi- 
nels were pofted in the Night-time, who pafled the 
Word from each other. Thefe Centinels were de- 
tached from Corps de Gardes, who defended the Ap- 
proaches of the Coaft, and took Care to prevent 
fuch Defcents as Foreigners might meditate. 

Another Defign, ftill more advantageous to the 
Marine, was formed by Charlemagne, after he be- 
came Emperor, and that was to open a Communi- 
cation between the Dazube and the Rhine, in order 
to have procured a direct Paffage from the Ocean 
to the Black-Sea. In this noble Project he em- 
ployed many Architects, and more Engineers, who 
took the Level of the Ground, and marked out 
aCanal, It is but juft to remark, that in all the 
Reigns which have made any Figure in the French 
Hiftory, we find Attempts to render Rivers navi- 
gable, and to join the Ocean to the Mediterranean. 
Something of this Kind was firft attempted by 
Francis the firft: But People were not in thole 
Days fo well verfed in the Arts requifite for con- 
ducting vaft Quantities of Water, or in finking pro- 
per Levels to effect what was aimed at. 

Charlemagne \eft behind him a Son, who had 
nothing of his Father’s Spirit, but was a Slave to 
Superftition. His other Succeffors had not either 
greater Talents, more elevated Sentiments, or better 
Fortune in War. All Things languifhed under their 
Hands, and the Works which their magnanimous 
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Predeceffor could only plan, were interrupted, and 
remained imperfect. In this general Declenfion of 
the State, the Barbarians recommenfed their Courfes, 
the North poured out of her Bofom fwarms of 
People, who, imbarking on Fleets, attacked France 
on all Sides: Some entered by the Seine and the 
Loire, others coafted round the Streight of Gibraltar, 
and failed up the Rhone to Valence. ‘To accommo- 
date Things with fuch formidable Enemies, all the 
Conditions they thought fit to impofe were fub- 
mitted to, and even Normandy, one of the fineft 
Provinces of the Kingdom, was yielded to them. 

Things having taken this Turn, Maritime Affairs 
were entirely forgotten in France, and never dreamt 
of again, till the Expeditions to the Holy Land be- 
came the Ambition of the European Princes. The 
French, in order to go upon thefe Exploits, were 
firft obliged to make ule of Venetians, Genoefe, 
and Caftillans, and to hire Ships of them at a vaft 
Expence, which retarded thefe Enterprifes, and 
hindered them from being executed with a becom- 
ing Adtivity. 

The great Number of Perfons of Diftin&tion, with 
their Trains and Equipages, fo frequently paffing 
the Sea, drew the French Kings, in fome meafure, 
out of that Stupefaétion under which they had fo 
Jong laboured, with refpect to Maritime Affairs. 
Some Ships they built at Mar/eilles, and drew toge- 
ther others from the Coafts of Provence and Languedoc, 
but in doing this they made ufe of violent Methods, 
took away the Veflels of private Men without the 
leaft refpect to Property, and thereby put an abfo- 
lute Stop [to Trade, at leaft for a Time. Thefe 
Sorts of Armaments could have little or no Suc- 
cefs. 

It was during the Courfe of the holy Wars, as 
they were called, that a new Office was erected un- 
known to former Times, viz. that of Admiral. 

As 
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As there was no body in France able to execute this 
Truft, it was at firft given to Strangers, Thus, under 
St. Lewis, it was executed by Hugues Lartaire and 
Jaques de Levant, both Natives of Genoa; it was 
afterwards conferred on Spaniards, and even on 
Englifo. But that which was at firft the Recom- 
penfe of Maritime Toils, became, in Procefs of 
Time, the Objeé&t of the Ambition of the great 
Lords of the Kingdom, who were well enough 
pleafed with the Title and Emoluments of a Function 
which they had not the Skill to exercife, 

The Title of Admiral was not ufed in France 
before the Time of St. Lewis; there was, however, 
under the Reign of Philip Auguftus, a certain Officer, 
who in fome meafure difcharged the fame Office. 

To the Croifades fucceeded the long and impor- 
tant Quarrels between the French and the Englifh. 
As they attacked each other without the leaft Ma- 
nagement, and fought every Occafion of mifchieving 
each other, there happened feveral Sea-Fights be- 
tween them, which lafted long enough to difcover 
a great deal of Maritime Skill. The two moft 
confiderable were that of Bayonne, under Philip 
the Fair, and that of SJuys, in which laft Philip of 
Valois loft the beft Part of his Fleet, which was in 
a great meafure owing toa Mifunderftanding among 
his Officers, and was, in fome degree, occafioned 
by their not being able to preferve the Advantage 
of the Wind. One great Unhappinefs to which 
the French were liable in all Affairs of this Sort, 
was their being obliged to make ufe of Foreign 
Veffels, which never obeyed but flowly, and with Re- 
luctance. Itistrue, that the Englifh likewile did not 
as yet build their own Ships, but had them fromVenice, 
Genoa, Hamburgh, and Dantzick, which Cuftom 
lafted even to the Reign of Queen Elizabeth. It mutt 
be acknowledged, that in thefe Sorts of Expeditions, 
the French were either lefs able or lefs fortunate than 
B 3 the 
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the Englifh, At the fame Time both Nations 
fhewed an equal Valour, or rather an equal Te- 
merity, and were in all refpecéts Rivals worthy of 
each other. 

Charles V. was a Prince who had the greateft 
Difficulties to ftruggle with in his own Kingdom ,; 
but he perfectly underftood of what Importance it 
was, in order to his checking the Infults of the 
Englifh, to be more powerful than they at Sea. He 
therefore employed his utmoft Endeavours for efta- 
blifhing a Fleet, and for gaining the abfolute Dif- 
pofition of that of the Ca/ti/ians, which was then 
very numerous. In this Project he was very hap- 
pily feconded by Jobn de Vienne, Seigneur de Coucy, 
then Admiral, who executed that Office with a fu- 
perior Capacity. 

The Succeflor of Charles V. falling into a State 
of Lunacy, and fo being in no Condition to ma- 
nage Things himfelf, could not fupport the Regu- 
Jations introduced in the Marine. It funk therefore, 
and fo much the fafter, as the Kingdom was torn 
by the Intrigues and Outrages of the two powerful 
Houfes of Burgundy and Orleans. Add to all this, 
that the £: glif had introduced themfelves, and were 
fortified in the very Heart of ne 

The Defire of being Mafters of the Riches of 
Italy, joined to imprudent Councils, engaged 
Charies VIII. Lewis XU. and Francis I. to endea- 
oe to make good their Pretenfions to the Dutchy 

Mitan and the Kingdom of Naples. This laid 
a under indifpenfi ble Neceffity of having always 
confiderable Squadrons ready to put to Sea. But 
as they found themfelves in an abfolute Wanr of a 
Naval Power, they had Recourfe to the Republic of 
Genoa, and moreover took, by F orce, all the trading 
Veffels belonging to the Merchants of Provence and 
Bifcay. There was not, at that Time, in the whole 
Kingdom, fo much as one Naval Arfenal. 
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Lewis XII. foon perceived the Inconveniencies of 
all this, and determined to remedy it, by improving 
his own Naval Power. In order hereunto he obliged 
the principal Cities of his Kingdom to furnifh him 
with a Fleer, and to maintain it, during the War, 
at their own Expence. Paris was comprifed in 
this Regulation, and rated at a Ship of 800 Tons, 
which threw the whole City into Confufion. The 
Provoft of the Merchants, and the Echevins, re- 
prefented their Inability to the King, who, touched 
with their Cafe, contented himfelf “with a Veffel of 
400 Tons. The other Cities, difpofed thereto by 
this Example, contributed in their refpective Pro- 
portions. 

The Maritime Power of France might perhaps 
have rifen to a confiderable Pitch at this’ Time, if ic 
had not been for the inteftine Troubles which fol- 
lowed, and divided the Nation into various Faéti- 
ons. The Houfe of Gus/e endeavouring to engrofs 
the whole Power of the State, and to fupplant thofe 
of Chatillon and Montmorency, they all three con- 
curred in facrificing their Country’s Intereft to the 
Thirft of Power. It muft, however, be acknow- 
ledged, that, in the Heat of thefe Diforders, the 
French Kings publifhed two Edicts in relation to the 
general Eftablifhment of the Marine. One of thefe 
was iffued at 4mboife, by Charles 1X. in 15623 and 
the other at Paris, by Henry Il. in 1584. But thefe 
Ordinances rather ferved to {hew the Need they had of 
a nava! Force, than to point out the Means of eftab- 
lifhing it, But by aSeriesof Difgraces that fucceeded 
one another, the whole Conttiz ution funk unde 
Henry Ul. who was more inclined to effeminate 
Pleaiure than to any martial Enterprifes. 

Henry IV. was no fooner fettled on the 
Throne, than he applied himfelf to the Care of 
Navigation and Commerce ; the Importance of 
which he was fufficiently inftructed in, by the ge- 

B 4 nerous 











24 The Worxs of theLEARNED. Aft. 1. 


nerous Succours he received from the Queen of 
England. Such an Example emboldened him, and 
he gave Orders to Prefident eaning, who was then _ 
going in Quality of Ambaffador-Extraordinary to 

the States-General, to gain the beft Lights into 
thefe Affairs, and to bring with him into France 
{cme Sea-Officers, who had made long Voyages. 

The Scarcity of Ships under which Henry IV. yet 

laboured, emboldened the Grand Duke Ferdinand 
to afflume the Sovereignty of the Mediterranean, 
and to retain, contrary to the Faith of Treaties, the 
Iflands of /f and Pomegue, which he had feized 
during the Time of the Civil Wars, No body on 
the Coaft of Laxeuedoc and Provence durft attempt 
to ftop his Courics and his Pyracies ; to fuch a De- 
gree did the knemy triumph over the Weaknefs of 
France in this Inftance. Henry was at laft torced 
to have Recourle to a Negotiation, and even to 
engage the Pope to act as a Mediator, 
The Grand Duke of Tu/caxy broke a fecond 
‘Time with Henry 1V. and went over to the Spanifh 
Party ; and when the King ordered the Marquis 
d’ Alincourt to remontftrate fharply to him upon this 
Subject, the /talian Prince, without being at all dif- 
concerted, made Anfwer, That if his Mafter had 
had only forty Galleys in his Port of Mar/eilles, he 
fhould have taken great Care of acting the Part he 
had done. 

But the Time drew on, in which a fuperior Ge- 
nius was tO appear in France; I mean Cardinal 
Richlieu. We, with a perfect Judgment, and exaét 
Knowledge of the Matter, laid the Foundation of 
a Naval Power inthat Kingdom. The Advantages 
that would arife to his Country from this Project, 
and all the Superiority it was capable of conferring, 
this great Minifter had abfolutely difcovered and 
diftinguifhed at the Siege of Rochelle, which he 
conducted himfelf by the Force of his own Under- 
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there under his own Eyes, in relation to the Defcent 
the Englifo made on the Ifle of Rhe, fufficed to con- 
vince him of the vaft Importance, or rather abfo- 
lute Neceffity of what he had in View, to the Strength 
and Glory of his Nation. Hence it was, that, 
through the Courfe of his Adminiftration, he caufed 
a vaft Quantity of Timber, fit for Building, to be 
colleéted, erected Magazines, and built Abundance 
of Veffels. His principal Intentions in all were, 
on one Side, to abate the Haughtinefs of the Houfe 
of dufiria; and, on the other, to fhare with the 
Englifo the Empire of the Sea, and perhaps at a 
proper Juncture to feize it wholly. 

The Office of Grand Matter, Chief and Super- 
intendant-General of the Navigation and Commerce 
of France, to which he was raifed in 1626, on the 
Refignation of the Duke of Montmorency, gave 
him an Opportunity of executing moft of the 
Schemes he had formed, and at the fame Time fe- 
cured to him all the Honours and all] the Preroga- 
tives of the Marine. One of the firft Ufes he 
made of this, to the great Aftonifhment of the 
whole Court, was to attack the Duke of E/pernon, 
who, in Quality of Lord of the Territory of Can- 
dale, pretended to appropriate to himfelf all the 
Wrecks that happened upon the Coaft of Medoc. 
The Cardinal, who knew not what it was to fear 
any Man, contefted this pretended Right, efpecially 
in Regard to two Portuguefe Carraques, which, in 
their Return from Goa, were caft away on that Coatft 
in 1627. The old Duke, at that Time Governor 
of Guyenne and Bourdeaux, refifted for fome Time; 
but at laft he was obliged to fubmit. The Right 
of Admiralty was taken from him, and united to 
the Crown, This was a fad Mortification to a 
Nobleman, who was, our Author fays, rhe fierceft 
of 
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of all Gafcoignes, and the moft of a Galcoign that 


ever Man was. 

Richliew gave the kindeft Reception to every 
Propofition that was made him on the Subject of 
Commerce ; he excited the principal Merchants in 
the Kingdom to travel into Foreign Countries, in 
order to enquire into and learn their moft curious 
Manufactures, and to penetrate the Secrets of parti- 
cular Traders ; befides this, he brought into France, at 
hisown Expence, feveral rich Traders, with whom he 
was wont to retire, and fpend feveral Hours in a free 
Converfation, wherein he weighed all the Forcesof the 
Kingdom, entered intothe moft perplexed Calculati- 
ons, andthe moft laborious Enquiries; the principal 
Defign of all was, to import Foreign Manuia¢tories, 
and naturalize them in /yazce. It is faid, that he in- 
tended the forming a grand Company for promoting 
Commerce, which was to have had Faétories and 
Magazines in all the chief Cities of the Kingdom, 
and was to have undertaken the general Importa- 
tion of all the Merchandife the Nation ftood in Need 
of, even from the moft diftant Countries. 

The rapid Succefs of the Cardinal’s firft Defigns 
furprifed even thofe whom he employed, and evinced 
what France was able to effect when fhe exerted all 
her Art and Force. Ina fhort Space fhe fent out 
of Breji and Toulon large Fleets, fuperbly equipped, 
and commanded by the moft experienced Officers ; 
her Veffels {fpread over the Ocean and the Mediter- 
rancan, Challenging every where that Refpeét which 
is due to the Whie Flag; fhe caufed Genoa and 
Algiers to be bombarded, in Revenge of fome In- 
fults, and carried Terror into the very Heart of 
Africa; i fine, fhe, alone, refifted the combined 
Fleets of all her Enemies, 

The long and fhining Reign of Lewis XIV. 
railed the Marine of France to its utmoft Glory. 
The Gallic Name refounded in the moft diftant 
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Countries, where, a little before, it was not ex- 

eéted ever to have been known. Every one is 
apprifed of the Share the Marine had in that Train 
of glorious Succefles wherewith this illu{trious Period 
was even crowded. Sometimes this victorious Peo- 
ple, by repeated Engagements, enfeebled the Naval 
Forces of their Enemies, and for a while prevented 
their Appearance at Sea, It was thus dz Quefne 
acted, after the City of Meffina delivered itfelf up 
to France; he twice beat the Durch Fleet, mortally 
wounded their Admiral de Ruyter, and remained 
fole Mafter of the Mediterranean. Sometimes they 
furprifed and carried off immenfe Treafures, which 
the Enemy were carrying to the Levant, witnefs 
the Lofs the Eng/i/b fuftained in their Smyrna Fleet 
in 1693, which fell into the Hands of Meffieurs de 
Nefinond and des Augers. Sometimes, with very 
{mall Forces, they put their Colonies in fuch a 
Condition, as not to apprehend any Thing even 
from the fuperior Strength of an Enemy : Admiral 
de Ruyter could not, with 48 Sail, and 3000 Land 
Forces, make himfelf Mafter of the Fort of Mar- 
tinico; nor could the Englifh, with 34 Ships and 
6000 Men, do the leaft Prejudice to Quebec. 
Sometimes they carried off entire Fleets of Mer- 
chant or Fifhing-Veflels: Such were the Exploits 
executed by the famous ohn du Bart, the Count de 
Fourbin, the brave St. Paul, Tourouvre, and Roque- 
feuil, the firft carried off in 1694 a Fleet laden with 
Corn, at a Time when France was diftrefs’d by 
Famine, and brought it into Dunkirk. At other 
Times Defcents were made with the greateft Intre- 
pidity 3 as when the Marfhal @’Efirees landed at 
Tabago, where he put very ftrong Towns under 
Contribution, or took them by Surprife, as in the 
Cafe of Carthagexa by Admiral Ponti, and Rio de 
Janeiro by Gue-Trouin. Add to all thofe Exploits 
Of the French Marine, the forcing the haughty and 
powerful 
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powerful Republic of Genoa, to make unheard-of 
Submiffions, and fuch as were even contrary to the 
Conftitution of her Government ; and the gallant 
Behaviour of M. Tourville, who with no more than 
fifty Ships of the Line, defended himfelf againft 
fourfcore and eight of the Enemies, in the memo- 
rable Engagement he had with the Exglifhb and Dutch 
near La Hogue, in the Month of May, 1692. 

Having thus endeavoured to fhew by what Revo- 
lutions the Maritime Power of France has, by De- 
grees, arrived at that flourifhing State to which Lewis 
XIV. raifed it; our Author now proceeds, according 
to his third Pofition, to fet forth how eafily it may 
be maintained in the fame State, and to propofe 
fome Means for retrieving it, in cafe it fhould be 
impaired by any Accident. 

France, he tells us, has many Advantages for 
this Purpofe that are wanting to other Nations in 
Europe. Four of thefe he fpecifies: The firft is, 
without Contradiction, her Situation, the moft 
Commodious that can be, as well for attacking as 
defending, for difturbing the Commerce of others, 
as for cultivating her own, fending to all Places, 
and receiving trading Veffels from all Parts of the 
Farth. She is placed in the middle of Europe, 
commanding, on one Side, over the Ocean, and 
by the vaft Extent of her Coafts, by their Turnings 
and Windings, lording over the Seas of Spain, Ger- 
many, and Flanders ; on the other, fhe is bounded 
by the Mediterranean, looking full upon Barbary, 
having Spat on her right Hand, while at her left 
he Genoa, Nice, Tufcany, and all the reft of Jraly. 

The Englifh and Dutch are forced to ftrike out 
far for whatever is neceffary to them, and are con- 
itrained to put out to Sea, in order to reconnoitre 
and attack their Enemies ; whereas France is able 
to affail them, as it were, Hand to Hand, to com- 
bat with Advantage, and to retire with Eafe; which, 

| are 
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are Circumftances of no fmal) Confequence at Sea, 
where Dangers are fo frequent and fudden, But 
what is ftill more, foreign Veflels, returning from 
long Voyages, and impaired by the ufual Maritime 
Incidents, are obliged to approach the French Coafts. 
One may eafily judge what a Facility this gives of 
diftreffing the Navigation of an Enemy, and pro- 
moting their own Gain, 

A fecond Advantage of France is, the natural 
Security of her Coafts, which in a manner defend 
themfelves, and which have hitherto defeated all 
the Defcents that ever were attempted on them. 
Witnefs thofe that Admiral Tromp would have 
made in 1674, not only at the Mouths of the Loire 
and of the Groyne, but along the Coaft of Bretagne, 
Poitou, Saintonge, and Guienane. He found that 
all was fo well guarded, and that every where fuch 
good Orders were given, that he durft attempe 
nothing confiderable. Witnefs again, the Invafion 
attempted by Lord Berkley in 1694, at Camaret, 
in which the Ezg/t/y loft upwards of 1200 Men, 
with the brave General Zalma/h, who commanded 
the Troops that were debarked. The French, 
however, oppofed him with no more than two inde- 
pendent Companies of Marines, and the Militia 
appointed for the Defence of the Coaft. Lord 
Berkley attempted feveral other Defcents on WNor- 
mandy and Flanders with no better Succefs. 

To this natural Security of their Coafts which 
enables them to fave a mighty Expence, may be 
added the Fertility of the French Maritime Pro- 
vinces, This renders them extremely agreeable, 
Oppulent and populous, by drawing to them a vatt 
Concourfe of Strangers. All the other Kingdoms of 
Europe, (our Author fays, how juftly I-know not) on 
the contrary, complain of the unlucky Situation of 
their Coafts, which are Mountainous, Sandy, and 
Sterile. However, the Countries, that are unfortu- 
nate 
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nate in this Inftance,, have an Advantage that may 
be 2 Counterballance, and which our Author can 
hardly forbear envying them; it is this, that the 
Sea or fome great navigable River wafhes their 
capital Cities. By this Means, the principal Men 
of the State, as well as the inferior People, have 
perpetually in View the unfpeakable Benefits of Trade 
and Commerce, and are in no Danger of entertain- 
ing that flight Regard, or rather abfolute Contempt 
of them, of which our Author accufes the Parj- 
fians, who know nothing of them, as he fays, but 
by Report; and who, inftead of that Induftry and 
Trafic, by»which the Inhabitants of Sea-ports raife 
their Families to Wealth and Splendor, indulge in 
Indolence, concerning themfelves about nothing that 
does not conduce to Amufement or Pleafure. Such 
a Temper and fuch a Conduct leads directly to Sla- 
very and Want. * 

A third Advantage that France enjoys is, that 
the moft confiderable Armaments may be there made 
with the greateft Facility and Difpatch. She has 
within herfelf almoft all the Materials requifite to 
a Maritime Force, befides an infinite Number of 
able Artificers, who are capabie of employing and 
applying them in the beft manner, and of Sailors 
for navigating her Fleets. 


* Our Author would have young Gentlemen of Quality, who 
are like to be hereafter at the Helm of the State, inftrucied in all 
that relates to the foreign Colonies, in what is indifpenfibly necef- 
fary to fupp!y the Wants of the Kingdom, in the principal Manu- 
factures that employ and enrich the feveral Provinces ; pointing 
out to them fuch as are beginning to decay, and fuch as, tho’ 
they are abfolutely decayed, might yet be reitored, and brought 
to be of infinite Benefit to the Kingdom, by preventing great 
Sums going out into foreign Parts. In fhort, they fhould be 
taught what conititutes the Riches of a Nation, viz. Effates in 
Land, Trade, and Manufactures: They fhould be fhewn how 
thefe three Branches are connected, how they mutually depend 
en, and affiit one another. 


Before 
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Before the Time of M. Colbert, the French were 
obliged to bring from Holland almott every Kind 
of Sea-ftores, down to the Iron Work for their 
Anchors, Match, Cordage, Cables ready-made, 
Saltpetre, and even Cannon Powder. M. Colbert 
was determined to banifh foreign Manufactures, 
and to eftablifh Things of this fort at Home, upon 
{o much better a Footing, as quickly to excel thofe 
with which they were formerly fupply’d. He fur- 
ther refulved to extraét from the natural Riches of 
the Kingdom, whatever it was poffible they fhould 
produce. He created, in France, Arts, Tatfte, 
Genius, of which, till then, it was utterly ignorant; 
he imported from abroad foreign Manutacturies, 
and the ableft Manufacturers, cultivated and che- 
rifhed them till they were firmly eftablifhed, and 
roduced invaluable Fruits. 

The laft Advantage of France refpects the Order 
of Government, and, in one Word, the whole 
Syftem of her Marine. The different Ufages, 
Regulations, Employs, and all Sorts of Labours 
relating thereto, are dilpofed in fuch a manner, that 
they enter into, and corroborate each other. 

The Conduct of this Province ts divided be- 
tween two Bodies of Men, who are fo perfectly 
well acquainted with their refpective Privileges and 
Prerogatives, as to obferve one another with fome 
degree of Jealoufy, and to put each other reciprocally 
in mind of their Duty; and while thofe who make up 
one of thefe Bodies devote themfelves to the Fatigues 
of War, the other takesCare at home to provide every 
thing that is requifite to their acting abroad with Vi- 
cour and Succels. ‘| The Marine ot France is diftin- 


guifhed 


+ The French Writers are many of them fo affectedly laconic 
and obfcure, that they are often unintelligible. We can only 
guefs here what our Author means by thele two Bodies: I fu 
pofe, by the latter he intends the Admiralty, and by the former 
the enrolled Sailors. ‘Ihefe latter were by an Ordinance, dated 
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guifhed in a particular manner, by that Military 
Corps of which it is in a great Part compofed: This 
gives it an Air of Dignity, and a Preheminence 
above any other in Europe. Moreover the French 
Vefiels are, in general, better provided in all refpeéts, 
than thofe of any other Nation. In them there is 
nothing wanting, as to what is requifite for Battle, 
or for the Prefervation of the Seamen and Soldiers 
embarked: The Value of Mens Lives is well 
confidered, and it is efteemed the higheft Point of 
Prudence to take all the Care that is poffible of 
their Prefervation. 

Some have objeéted, that ** a Maritime Force 
¢* requires fo vaft an Expence for its Maintenance, 
<¢ and has fo ruinous a Train at its Heels, as render 
<¢ it a Detriment rather than a Benefit to a Nation.” 

Tothis our Author anfwers, 

Firft, Itis true, that the Marine requires a pretty 
large Expence: But does not every other Branch of 
Government the fame? Can a War be fuftained, a 
Revenue be collected, a Royal Family be matn- 
tained, a Correfpondence with foreign Nations be 
kept up, without disburfing great Sums of Money? 
Befides, if the Marine requires the expending largely 
afore-hand, it will not fail to repay quickly, and 
with fufficient Ufury. Is it not that which pro- 
teéts and enlivens Trade both at home and abroad; 
that fecures our Traders and Merchants throughout 
all the different Parts of the World? Is it not 
that which defends our Coafts in Time of War, 
that would be otherwife ravaged, and preferves 
our trading Ships from Capture? In a Word, is it 


22 September, 1668, divided into three Clafles, of which one 
was obliged to ferve annually on board the King’s Ships, and the 
other two were at Liberty to ferve the Merchants. ‘They have 
been fince diftributed into five Clafles. In the Year 1681, there 
were in France 60,000 enrolled Men. Like a true Frenchman, 
our Author {peaks of thefe Marines as all Heroes, intrepid, inde- 
fatigable, invincible. 

not 
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not that which provides a Vent for the natural Pro- 
du&tioas and Manufactures of our Country, and 
furnithes a Supply for the Revenue? The Balance, on 
the Side of Frazce, of its Commerce with Foreigners, 
was computed many Years ago at 7,000,000. [his 
Torrent of Wealth flowed in by the Canal of the 
Maurine. 

Secondly, The principal Riches of a State, ac- 
cording to Cardinal Aschliew, 1s its Reputation; But 
how is that Reputation to be acquired and preferved ? 
The fame Cardinal has pointed out two Methods 
equally noble and fure ; the firft is, to entertain, in 
all Courts, Ambaffadors, whofe Birth, Conduct, 
Train, and Expence, may do Honour to the Matter 
who employs them; the other, to lay hold on all 
Opportunities of encreafing the Extent and Power 
of the Afarine; to caufe confiderable Squadrons to 
be annually fitted out, and to rendefvouz yearly at 
fuch Places as Cadiz, Genoa, Algiers, Copenhagen, 
and in the Paffage of the Sound ; where, as one may 
fay, all the Nations of Europe affemble, and where 
it is proper to ftrike their Eyes, by the appearance 
of fuch Armaments. ’T is there that a Prince, who 
has a good Reputation, does more by the bare Inter- 
pofition of his Name, than others can do who are 
lefs efteemed, with all their Menaces and Intrigues. 
I add, a Nation’s Reputation, and, conlequently, 
its Intereft, may not be a little promoted by fending 
numerous Squadrons from Time to Time into 4me- 
rica and the Eaf? Indies. 

Thirdly, If there be any Excefs in the Marine, 
with regard to its expenfivenels, that is not to be 
charged to the Marine itfelf, but rather to the Cor- 
Tupinets of thofe, to whom che Management of it 
Is committed, And here our Author brands his 
own Country in Terms that are no lefs applicable to 
England. In France, fays he, ** they can fcarce ci- 
"© ftinguifh any thing that looks like Frugality, 

C ** Occonomy 
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“ Oeconomy, or Difintereftednefs. All Things are 
«© now executed at a vaft Expence, and all we do 
‘<< 1s {wallowed up in Pompand Decoration; private 
“ Intere(t overbalances the Love of publick Good, 
‘© and that Regard which is due to our Country.” 

We are now come to the fourth Part of this 
Work, the Defign of which is to fhew, that Mari- 
time Power, fupported by the Royal Authority, ferves 
to extend and protect Commerce, and that Com- 
merce, fo encouraged, ferves to render a Nation 
Rich and Powerful. 

The Marine may be confidered, either as it re- 
lates tothe King, or to private Perfons. 

The Former has in View, War, the Reputation 
of the Nation, and the Security of Commerce; the 
latter is employed about Trade only. In this latter 
Branch, fome have diftinguifhed themfelves, in fuch 
a manner, and fo much advantaged their Country, as 
to procure the jufteft Titles to Nobility. Such was 
the famous Co/mo de Medicis, who, having engaged 
in almoft a univerfal Commerce, and having enter- 
tained Correfpondencies and contraéted Alliances 
with all the Princes of Europe and Afia, merited at 
laft to be fet at the Head of his Fellow Citizens; 
and his Pofterity not only maintained themfelves 
upon the Throne, but allied themfelves alfo to the 
moft ancient Houfes in Europe, and have given Suc- 
ceffors to St. Peter. Such were the Fuggers or Fouc- 
kers of Germany, who lent immenfe Sums to the 
Emperor Charles the Vth, and, to thank him for the 
Honour he did them, by lodging at their Houfe, 
when he came to 4u/burg, placed a Cedar Faggot in 
his Chymney, and defired him to light it with his 
own Bonds. Such, again, was the famous James 
Cowur, a French Man, the Confidant and Banker 
of Charies Vi. who, having been ill ufed by the 
Court, retired into the Ifland of Cyprus, where, 
by his Commerce, he acquired fuch immenfe 
Wealth, 
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Wealth, as to be able, in his own Name, and at 
his own Expence, to arm againft the Mabometans, 
and even to give them Battle, in which he fucceeded 
beyond what a private Man could have hoped. 

The Officers of the Marine in France, are di- 
vided into three Claffes, each.of which has it’s diftinet 
Province: The Bufinefs of the firft is, to colleé& 
oroper Materials, and to difpofe them in fuch a 
manner as to render them applicable, with the greateft 
Eafe, to all the Ufes of Navigation. It is plain, 
there is a good Genius, much Knowledge, Judg- 
ment, and Experience, requifite to the executing 
of this Branch; where the Perfons employed are to 
view and purchafe large Falls of Timber, to in{pect, 
buy, and fort, an infinite Number of all kinds of 
Commodities, for the conftructing, careening, and 
equipping of Veffels. The /rench have never had, in 
their Marine, more than two, who have been diftin- 
guifhed by confummate Abilities of this kind, viz. 
Defcloufeaux and Vauvre, both chofen by M. de 
Seignelai, both of them Men of elevated Genius, who 
had high Conceptions, and who never confidered Dit- 
ficulties in any other Light than as Steps conducive 
to the Glory of furmounting them. 

The fecond Clafs of the Marine has for its Pro- 
vince, the Management of the different Branch esof 
Duty on Board, and the Conduét of Ships at Sea, 
1. €. Navigation, ftrictly and properly taken; and 
this laft includes two things, viz. the Art of Piloting, 
and of Working. The firft refpects the Ufe of the 
Compafs, Sea Charts, Inftruments for taking Alti- 
tudes, or for meafuring the Ship’s Courfe, with all 
the Apparatus neceflary for making a juft Eftimate 
in refpect of thefe Particulars. The fecond regards 
_ the working of the Ship, the Steering, the handling of 
the Sails, and taking all the Advantages that can be 
made by Winds and Currents; or, on the other hand, 
obviating the Inconveniencies that may arife from 

C 2 them. 
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them. The third Clafs has for its Objeé&t the Forms 
and Methods which are fettled in every Port, in order 
to bring all Expences to a juft Account, fixing the 
Eftimate, Mutter Rolls, and other Things of a like 
Nature, and, in fhort, what is called keeping the 
Ship’s Books. 

This is, in grofs, what concerns the Royal Ma- 
rine. Asto the Marine in the Hands of private Per- 
fons, it flourifhes throughout all the Maritime Pro- 
vinces of France, more or lefs; 1ft, according to 
the Degree of Fortune, Ability, and Induttry of 
thofe concerned in it. 2dly, in proportion to the 
Quantity of their circulating Cafh, 3dly, according 
to the critical Circumftances which encreafe or dimi- 
nifh, quicken, or retard this Circulation. 

Commerce by Sea is carried on three different 
Ways. The leaft confiderable is that from one Port 
of the Kingdom to another, called CoaSting; this 
ferves principally for maintaining a conftant Cor- 
re{pondence between all the Maritime Provinces, by 
jupplying from one what is wanting in another, 
This Sort of Commerce is carried on very advan- 
tageoufly in France, its Coafts being very proper 
for it, fafer than thofe of moft other Countries, 
never frozen up, but equally acceffible at all Seafons 
of the Year, and it excites and exercifes a Spirit of 
lnduftry. 

The fecond kind of Naval Commerce is that which 
is carried on throughout Esrope, in a mutual Com- 
munication of the Commodities of the fevera] Coun- 
tries of it. This reciprocal Jntercourfe is either of 
the Produéts of their Soil, their fubftantial Manu- 
factures, or Curiofities ; and the better any Place is 
ftocked with thefe, the more will Strangers refort 
thereto, and the more Trade will flourifh: For the 
Materials of this in all Countries are, the Produéts 

of a fruitful Soil, and the Labours of an induitrious 
People. 
France, 
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France, in her Hemp and Flax from Bretagne, 
in the Salts of Brotiage, of Murennes, and of Crosfe; 
in the red Wines of " Bourdeaus, in thetwhite Wines 
of Anjou, in the Brandies of Nantz, of Cognac, and 
the Ifle of Ré; in the Papers of Auvergne, and of 
Angouleme; in the Parchments of Normandy, and 
the Gold and Silver Brocades of Lyons; jn all Sorts 
of Grain, Wheat, Barley, Oats, Rice, has a fuffi- 
cient Fund for Commence which can never fail her. 
le muft be confeffed, that, fince the Revocation of 
the Edict of Nantz, the moft unfortunate Event 
in the Reign of Lewis XIV, many of the French 
Manufactures are naturalized in foreign Countries, 
But there are ftill enough feft in the Kingdom, if 
well managed, both to employ its Inhabitants and 
enrich them, And thefe are to be hurt only by 
Idlenefs, want of due Care in the Workmanfhip, and 
Fraud in Dealing. 

From the Time that Edward theThird of England 
drew over a vaft Number of Artizans, who efcaped 
from the Cruelties of the Spaniards in the Low 
Countries, and eftablifhed them in his own Domi- 
nions, the Woolen Manufactury, which they brought 
with them, has flourifhed therein, with great Re- 
putation, The Englifh carry ona prodigious Trade 
with it in Germany, the Netherlands, and inthe Le- 
vant. Formerly, neither they nor the Dutch could 
approach the Grand Seignior’s Coafts, but under the 
Banner of France. But now they trade there in 
their own Name and Right; and as their Traffic 
has encreafed, that of France has fuffered by many 
Loffes, Bankrupcies, and other Caufes of Declen- 
fion, that it’s to be doubted whether it will ever 
be able to recover its ancient Luftre. 

But thefe two Specics of Commerce that have 
been mentioned merit only a curfory Attention. It 
43 that which extends to the other three Parts of the 
World, that deferves the greateft Application, and 

C 3 requires 











28 TheWorxsof the LEARNED. Aft. 1. 


requires the greateft Skill. The Rifques of this are 
far beyond thofe of that leffer Commerce which is 
carried on from Port to Port of the fame Country, 
or between the different Countries of Europe; and 
by which fo many fhining Fortunes are honeftly ac- 
quired. 

Almoft all the European Nations carry on fome 
Commerce with Afia, Africa, or America. But this 
is in wery cificrent Degrees, The Portugue/e are 
juttly conficered as the Reftorers of Navigation and 
Foreign Commerce. They were the firft who made 
Acquilitions for this Purpofe in 4fa, where they 
obtained Jarge Territories, infomuch that feveral 
Arab Kings were in their Pay, and many Pagan 
Princes thought themfelves honoured by their Com- 
mands. Their Authority, however, is now but the 
Shadow, and their Power but the Skeleton of what 
it was; and Goa itlelf, the Metropolis of their /p- 
dian Dominions, is no longer famous, but for its 
terrible Inquifition; chat horrible Tribunal, where 
no Forms of Juftice are obferved, and where natu- 
ral Equity never finds a Place in their Decrees, 
The Hollanders are at prefent the chief Matters of 
the Trade of the Ea/-/ndies, which they manage 
with infinite Addrefs, and a happy Mixture of Ar- 
tifice and Force. 

All the World knows that the beft Part of 4me- 
vica belongs to the Spaniards. But their Admini- 
{tration there is very imprudent, and fuch as in 
Time may fubvert their Dominion in that Part of 
the World. Within about a Century paft the Eng- 
lifh have made very profitable Eftablifaments there. 
They have alone, at this Day, more Ships in .dme- 
vica, and more Ships of their own building there, 
than all other Nations put together, They carry 
on a Trade in all Sort of Commodities from all 
the Countries of Exrope; they deal even in thofe 
ot France, cheaper, and fell them in better Condi- 
tion 
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tion than the French themfelves. Sir William Tem- 
ple, in his Confiderations of the State of the United 
Provinces, obferves, That, in his Time, more Ships 
failed from the Ports of Holland, than from thofe 
of all Europe befides. Things are much changed 
fince then. The Englifh have at prefent the Supe- 
riority of the Sea, the Empire of which they open- 
ly claim. 

In regard to the French, they have, for fome 
Ages, carried on a Commerce beyond the Bounds 
of Exrope. Even before Chrifloper Columbus {fet 
Foot in the Ifland of Guanabami, one of the Lacayes, 
and the firft of his Conquefts in America, John de 
Bethencourt, Chamberlain to Charles V1. and Cou- 
fin to the Admiral of France, had already reduced 
under his Power the Canaries, where he caufed the 
Title of King to be given him, with the Permiffion 
of the Holy See. 

Encouraged by this Example, the richeft Mer- 
chants of Normandy made Expeditions to the Coaft 
of Africa, where they eftablifhed Factories and 
Magazines, which fubfift at this Day, in nearly 
their original Condition. On the other Side, the 
rapid Succefs of the Spaniards in America made too 
much Noife, not to excite the Jealoufy and Emula- 
tion of the French. Several Gentlemen, without 
Employments, and without Occupations, in the 
Maritime Provinces, fitted out Privateers to cruife 
upon the Spaniards; which they did with great 
Succefs, and thereby gained vaft Riches. Others, 
{till bolder, attempted new Difcoveries, principally 
in North America. But the Colonies they founded, 
without a fufficient Power to {upport them, have 
fuffered exceedingly, as well by the Savages, whofe 
Bravery is exerted in treacherous Surprifes, as chro’ 
the Negligence of France, in not fending them 
timely Succours. Some few of thefe Colonies ftill 
fubfift in the Hands of the French; the reft are 
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fallen into thofe of the Engii/b, who are too wife 
and too powerful to fuffer any of their Settlements 
to be ravifhed from them. 

The French Commerce has fuffered not a little 
by being put into the Hands of exclufive Compa- 
nies. All ‘uch reftriétive Combinations have three 
effential Faults: ‘Uhe firft 1s, that they are too eager 
to reap betore they have well fown; they are fo 
much in Hafte for prefent Gain, that they neglect 
or deftroy the fureft Means of future Advantage; 
they have not Patience to bear with the Delays 
and Difappointments that often attend new Settle- 
ments 

A fecond Fault is, that, for their particular Pro- 
fir, they frequently import greater Quantities of 
Goods from abroad, than the Kingdom is able to 
confume, which 1s the fure Way to {poil al] Trade. 

The greateft Fault of all is this, that the private 
Advantages of fuch Companies incline them, ge- 
nerally fpeaking, to facrifice all Concern for the 
public Welfare, and the Balance of Trade with 
R: {pect to the Nation. Such as are placed at the 
Head of them, not fo much on Account of their 
Abilities, as by the Means of their Intereft and In- 
trigues, entruft not only the firft Employs in their 
Colonies, but likewife the Command of their Vef- 
fels, co their Relations and Dependants, and too 
often to fuch as engage their Favour by Bribery. 

Things are upon a better Footing in France, 
with reicience to this Point, than they were for- 
merly, ‘hat which, at this Day, they call the 
Company of the Indies, has {wallowed up all the 
reft, which were fallen into a languifhing State, and 
were even almoit extinét, at the Death of Lewis 
XiV. They had no longer Siock, Ships, or Re- 
putation left; and all that Spirit and Vigour, upon 
which the Succefs of great Underiakings fo much 
depends, was entirely loft, The new Company 
icems 
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feerms to be the reverfe of what the others were in 
thefe Particulars, and to be fixed on folid Founda- 
tions. Yet, after all, there are fome Circumftances 
in its Conduét, which, if not reétified, may, nor 
very improbably, be attended, one Day or other, 
with the fame Inconveniencies that reduced the 
others to a Diffolution. 

All chat has been hitherto faid, in relation to Na- 
val Power and Commerce, is intended to convince 
us of their Uciliry and Advantages. But as Ex- 
amples are more affecting than the ftrongeft Argu- 
ments, we will produce a few of thofe tor the In- 
forcement of the other. One fees to what Power 
and Authority certain Cities are rifen, through their 
Commerce by Sea. One fees that, in the Places 
where this is carried on with Spirit, all Things a- 
bound, Wealth, Neatnefs, Conveniencies, and De- 
lights. 

The ancient Alexandria was a moft illuftrious 
Inflance of this. Nothing, as Ssrabo witnefles, 
equalled her in Splendor and Magnificence, in the 
Conveniency of her Port, the Beauty of the Houfes, 
or the Number of her Inhabitants. All the Riches 
of Afia and Africa were brought thither by the Red 
Sea and the Nile, fo that her Store-Houles and 
Magazines were crowded ; all Europe had need of 
her Merchandize, and went thither to fetch it at 
exorbitant Prices, ‘The Ptolemies were happily con- 
vinced of the vaft Benefit of this Port ; and the fecond 
of thefe Princes, furnamed Philade/phus, by means of 
it, welled his Revenues to near 9,000,000 of Gold. 
The Romans made ftill more of this Commerce, 
when, after the Defeat of Aithony and Cleopatra, 
they became abfolute Mafters of Egypt. The 
Abundance and Fertility of that noble Country, 
e{pecially in all Sorts of Grain, made them regard 
it as the Magazine of Jtaly. 

It 
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It is inconceiveable what a Number of Ships were 
employed ,by them in the Corn-Trade; they were 
continually going and returning between O/?ia and the 
Egyptian Port, in Squadrons, confifting generally of 
fourfcore or an hundred Vefiels. Pliny tells us, that 
tho’ the Expences of equipping, and arming thefe 
Ships for Defence, were very high, yet the Adven- 
turers gained by each Voyage Cent. per Cent. 

The Kings of Egypt were fo good Judges of 
Trade, and fuch Patrons of it, that they never 
loaded it with odious Exactions, were fatisfied with 
eafy Duties, and never granted what the Englifh 
call Monopolies; which are, in Truth, Privileges to 
particular Perfons, to prejudice the Public with Im- 
punity. All the Strangers who refided at Alexan- 
dria had their feparate Quarter, where they enjoyed 
their Civil Rites, were indulged in their Cuftoms, 
and the free Exercife of their Religion, provided 
there was nothing in either incommodious to the 
Peace of the Community. By thefe happy Regu- 
lations, Alexandria became the Habitation of all 
Nations, and, as it were, the Country of Man- 
kind. 

About the Middle of the thirteenth Century, there 
was formed a Confederacy of feveral Maritime Ci- 
ties, or, at leaft, Cities not far from the Sea, un- 
der the Title of the German Hanfe. This Confe- 
deracy folely regarded Commerce, which they en- 
deavoured by all due Methods to promote and ex- 
rend, 

Though the Cities of Germany held the principal 
Rank in the Zeatonic Han/e, that, notwithftanding, 
aliociated many other Cities, as well inFyace as in 
England and the Low-Countries ; the whole, how- 
ever, without any Detriment to the Rights of the 
Sovereigns on whom they refpectively depended. 

his Confederacy had its Laws and Ordinances, 
which were as facredly oblerved as the Maritime 
Code 
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Code of the Rhodians, whofe Conftitutions were 
adopted by the Greeks and Romans, who regarded 
them as their Mafters in Naval Affairs. 

The ieurynic Haafe grew, in a fhort Time, to 
fo high a Pitch of Power and Authority, by the 
imme ife Riches it acquired, that Princes themielves 
paid it a ort of Homage. Thofe of the North 
efpecially had frequent Occafion for the Affiftance 
of this opulent Body, and borrowed thereof con- 
fiderable Sums. The Grand Matters of the Texzto- 
nic Order, who were, at that Time, Sovereigns of 
Livovia, declared themfelves Confervators of the 
Riguts and Privileges of the Han/e. Germany 
looked on it with the fame Eyes as a curious Gar- 
dener does on certain rare Plants, tho’ of his own 
raifing and cultivating. Tne Kings of France 
oranted alfo various Privileges to the Zeutonic Con- 
federacy; they exempted their Veflels, in cafe of 
Shipwreck, from all Demands whatever from the 
Admiralty, or from private Perfons ; they forbad 
any Difturbance to their Navigation at all Times, 
and even when France was at War with the Empe- 
ror, or the Northern Potentates. In fine, during 
the Courfe of thofe unhappy Wars, which were 
{tiled Croifades, the Hanfe was greatly depended 
on, and always afforded powerful Succours in Mo- 
ney and Ships, to the Chriftians oppreffed by In- 
fidels., 

It is aftonifhing, that Cities fo remote from each 
other, fubjeét to different Kings, fometimes in open 
War, and always jealous of their refpective Rights, 
fhould be able to confederate, and preferve between 
them fo ftriét a Union. They fupported equally their 
common Lofles, and, in like manner, their Profits 
were equally divided. But, at laft, the Teutonic 
Hanfe tell by little and little, and out of its Ruins 
rofe almoft all the Trading Companies that are at 
this Day throughout Europe. There are yet indeed 
fome 
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Jome Cities in Germany that are filed Hanfe-Towns ; 
but they have feparate Interefts, and the old Union 
remains no longer amongft them. 

Before the Portuguese had found the Paffage by the 
Cape of Good (ope, allthe Commerce between Europe 
and Turky, Perfia, Tartary, China, and the Eajft-Jn- 
dies, wascarried on folely by Venice, which was the 
common Magazine to them all. This it was that 
render’d that City fo potent, and fo infolent to~ 
wards all her Neighbours. Fired with Refentment, 
they Jong threatened to revenge themfelves, and 
they at length agreed to attack her all at once, and 
on all Sides. She, on the other hand, defended 
herfelf alone, and by her own proper Force, againit 
the Empire, the Pope, the Kings of France and 
Arragon, and almott all the Princes of Jtaly, who 
had tworn her Ruin. But fince the Navigation to 
the Indies has been opened, and People have dared 
to traverfe thofe vaft Seas, the Venetian Power has 
been exceedingly impaired, But her Prudence, her 
Addrefs, her Policy, her Forefight and Caution 
{till remain, which enable her to furmount the 
greateft Obftacles, and fupport herfelf, tho’ lefs 
rich, in as great Dignity as ever. 

Amjter wl feems, at this Day, to have fucceeded 
Alexandria and Venice, in the Extent of its Com- 
merce. Tho’ it produces nothing of its own pro- 
per Growth, and poffefles hardly any natural Ad- 
vantages, yet Indultry fupplies not only whatever 
Is wanting, but whatever can be wifhed for. There 
is not, in the whole World, a City richer, or more 
abundant. There are no Produétions of Nature, 
no Works of Art, no Mérchandize of any Country 
whatfoever, no Drugs proper either for Medicine 
or Dying, no Singularities of Phyfic or Chymiftry, 
not fo much as thofe curious Trifles which whimfi- 
cal People are fond of, but what are to be met 
with in us Magazines, And fo far is every one 
from 
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from having there a Right to what Price he pleafes, 
that, onthe contrary, all are obliged to fell accord- 
ing to a general Tariff, which fixes the Price of 
every Commodity pretty near its real Value. 

I will add here one of the Wonders of Amfer- 
dam, which is this, ** that, even in the Bofom of 
+¢ Opulence, Luxury is a thing unknown ; I mean 
‘ that fort of Luxury, which confifts in braving our 
Fellow Citizens, by dazling their Eyes with a 
<¢ vain Oftentation of Riches ill employed. Mag- 
nificence is there referved for the public Build- 
<¢ ings, a private Man is content if his Dwelling 
«« be agreeable and commodious, The Magiftrates 
have there no {welling Train to fet off their Au- 
thority, but take Careto diftinguifh themfelves 
“ by their Probity. The Father has never the 
foolifh Pride of placing his Sons in fuch Rank 
as they fhall fcarce deign to own him for their 
<¢ Parent. Ina word, no body blufhes there, at 
«¢ his being in the fame Condition and of the fame 
“© Trade with his Anceftors. Hence it ts, that their 
“© Alliances, Correfpondencies, Secrets, and their 
folid Fortunes, are perpetuated; and Commerce, 
as it raifed Families, continues to fupport them, 
‘¢ if it does not raife them {till higher by an Aug- 
‘© mentation of their Riches.” 

But that which ought to be regarded as the Per- 
fection of Art, and as the greateft Wonder of its 
kind, is the City of Ormuas, built in the Entrance 
of the Per/ic Gulph. Neither Fountain or River is 
in its Neghbourhood, to fertilize the Country, or 
give Drink to the Inhabitants, neither grow there 
any Trees capable of affording any Shade, or de- 
tending from the Inclemency of the Weather; there 
the Soil appears to be no other than a Heap of 
Salt and Sulphur, with which the Air is impreg- 
nated, and render’d thereby exceflively acrid and 
injurious to Health; in one word, all things are 
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parched there with continual Burning, and, which is 
{till worfe, there is nothing either to temper this 
excefs of Heat, or to defend one from it. Yet, 
with all thefe Inconveniencies, this City is one of 
the moft opulent, and one of the moft delicious 
Places in the World, and is, in a manner, the Centre 
of thofe Pleafures which the dfatic Tafte and a 
warm Climate render but too poignant. All this can 
be owing to nothing but its Situation, which renders it 
the Magazine and common Afylum of all the Eaftern 
Merchants. They come there at certain Seafons of the 
Year, with their Faétors and other Servants, as well 
to make up their old Accounts, as to enter into new 
Contracts. At thefe Times, the City, as it were, 
entirely changes her Face, all the Streets are covered 
with Tents impenetrable to the Sun, the outfides of 
the Houfes are adorned with Cabinets of China, and 
beautiful Paintings, fo that the Eye is delighted 
wherever it turneth. Camels arrive continually 
Jaden with frefh Water, and Provifions for the 
Table, with all the Refinements of good Chear, 
and all the Delicacies of the Eaft collected for this 
Purpote. 

Thefe arethe Inftances our Author has offered to 
confirm his Reafonings, and thefe bring him to the 
clofe of this Work, which ends with fome Re- 
fiections on the French, for their Neglect of fo 
beneficial a Thing as he has proved Trade to be, 
and indulging that Pride and Love of Pleafures 
and Gaiety which are incompatible with a due Ap- 
plication thereunto. His Words are as follow, 
and I tranfcribe them for the Sake of the Englifh, 
who are not altogether irreprehenfible on the like 
Accounts. 

“¢ Strangers (fays he) know not only better than 
‘© we the principal Productions of the Kingdom, 
‘s but they know alfo the Methods of improving 
*¢ them beyond what we our felves can, fo that 
“s they 








Art. 1. For JULY, 1743: 47 


‘6 


vo 


a“ 


~ 
sf 
“¢ 
6¢ 


. 


ww 


Cs 


. 


. 


3 
6 
“cc 
oe 
<C 
sé 
66 
ec 
«¢ 
6¢ 
cs 
es 
« 
Cc 
6c 
eC 
ae 
€¢ 


<C 


“~~ 


‘ 
‘ 
< 
«ft 


vo 


€¢ 


o“ 


6 





they frequently fend us back our own Commo- 
dities, bettered by their Manufacture; and what 
ought to furprife us moft Is, that, thus difguifed, 
they acquire a new Merit even in our own Eyes, 
The French in general are wanting to themfelves: 
They are pleated only by polite Arts, fuch as 
gratify at once their Indolence and their Love 
of Pleafure. As to the reft, they neither profit 
by the fertilty, of the Soil, che abundance of their 
Mines, the vaft Kxtent of their Forefts, or the 
Faeility with which Canals might be drawn, fo 
as to unite the different Rivers that water the 
Country. But that in which we feem to be moft 
fhamefully wanting to ourfelves is the Choice of 
Men, in diftinguifhing their Talents and Difpo- 
fitions, and in applying them to thofe Employ- 
ments for which they are beft fuited. 4/] FRANCE 
[All Encianp)] /warms, and is every where 
over-run with idle People; and this Idlenefs is 
every Day the Source of the greateft Exceffes. 
Befides, Money is the fole thing that now moves or 
can compass any thing; without that there ts no ob- 
taining a Place of any Dijlinition, and one muft 
be content to languifh in Obfcurity, if one bas not 
wherewith to purchafe a Poft in the Army, in 
the Law, or even in the Court itfelf. Hence it 
is, that thofe that occupy the greate/t Pofts become 
them fo iil, and appear at once great and little in 
the Eyes of the People: But when thefe Pofts 
become vacant, there is a mighty Stir about filling 
them; and at last, the Publick is always furprifed 
to fee Folks jump into them, who were never thought 


of as qualified.” 
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ARTICLE IL 


A Vindicati:n of the Hiftories of the Old Tefta- 
ment from the Mifreprefentations and Calum- 
nies of the late Tho, Morgan, M.D. in his 
Moral Philofopher. By Sam. CHANDLER. 
Part Il. Pages 354. Printed for |. Noon, 
in Cheapfide, 1743. 


















\HIS part contains a defence of the character 
of Fcfeph, a perfon, in whole favour one 
would think every body muft be {trong!y prepof- 
fefs’d, that reads the hiftory of him as related by 
the facred hiftorian. ‘* The occurrences of his life 
‘© are fo very peculiar, the extraordinary provi- 
«* dences that attend him fo PeAERE Ne, the mo- 
‘¢ deration and equity of his conduct fo apparent, 
«¢ throughout the whole of his behaviour, as that 
“no one of humanity can help fharing with him 
<< in his misfortunes, taking pleafure in his profpe- 
«© ricy, and admiring the lite and character of a 
<¢ perfon, who feemed the favourite both of God 
‘© and man. And were there any circumftances in 
th «¢ his hiftory, that at firft view appeared incon- 
B “¢ fiftent with the general probity of his cnaraéter 5 
| «¢ humanity and charity would gladly find out 
‘<s fomewhat to foften and extenuate them; and 
«s either wholly pafs them ovcr in filence, or 
<¢ mention them with the greateft tendernefs, as 
<< inftances of the frailty of human nature in ge- 
«s nera!, and to fhew that the moft exalied cha- 
« raéters have their allays and blemifhes; rather 
ss than with a defign wholly to deftroy and blaft 
‘s him, and fink him down, with ali his virtues, 
<¢ under eternal infamy and abhorrence,’? —— 
Yet, fuch was the malevolence of poor Dr. Mor- 
gan's 
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gan’s heart, (for, tho” there is a perplexity in his 
writings, he does not appear to have been diltracted) 
that he has unhappily acted this parc ; under colour, 
too, of taking his account of him from the holy 
writer. 

The account, be has given of bim, is as follows : 
“© Fofeph was an /ledrew flave, a young politi- 
“ cian: who had always fortune on his fide: who, 
‘© early, difcovered his enterprifing genius and af- 
“* piring temper: whofe boundle!s ambition, and 
s¢ chirft of wealth and dominion, incurred the dif- 
«© pleafure of his brethren, and made him infuffer- 
‘© able in his father’s houfe, but yet who provi- 
«¢ dentially fucceeded as a bold adventurer for 
‘© wealth and dominion: who, tho’ he refufed the 
amorous follicitations of his miftrefs, and was 
‘© imprifon’d on that account, yet feems to have 
‘© made up matters with his old miftrefs, even in 
‘¢ his imprifonment: who, whillt in jail, difcovered 
‘© fuch an enterprifing genius and vaft ambition, 
‘© fhewed himfelf fuch a politician and ambitious 
‘s enterprifer, as that one of Pharaohs chief offi- 
‘cers, whole deliverance and reftoration to the 
‘s royal favour he foretold, dreaded the confequences 
‘¢ of bringing him to court, and feared the effects 
‘© of his ingratiating himfelf with the king: who, 
‘¢ having the whole power, force, and dominion of 
‘© Egypt put into his hands, fortifed and garrifon’d 
‘© the towns and cities of the kingdom, becaufe he 
‘¢ found that this was neceflary to enflave it: who, 
** having thus made himfelf mafter of Egype, 
“ brought down his father and brethren thither, 
*“ and difpofed amongft them the chief places of 
** power and profit in chat rich and populous Coun- 
try, and made them governors and rulers there- 
‘© in: who exhaufted the Egyptians of all their 
** money, their live ftock, all their lands, and, 
*¢ having ftripped them of all their property and 
poiiciion, 
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poffeffion, made them eternal flaves and vafials 
to Pharaoh, and, as a great aggravation of their 
mifery, banifhed them in their own country, 
after he had thus impoverifhed and plundered 
them, and who made them fo wretched, as that 


‘ it was impoffible to reduce them lower, or make 


them more miferable: who, as the great tafk- 
mafter of the Ezypriens, engrofled and monopo- 
lized all their corn, and thereby lengthned out a 
deftructive famine in the land, being refolved to 
give out no more of it than what might be juft 
neceflary to fupport life from hand to mouth, 
till he had perteétly enflaved the people, and 
made himfelf mafter of the country : who made 
the priefthood in Egypt hereditary and indepen- 
dent of the crown, and the church-lands un- 
alienable and irrefumable by the crown, by an 
irreverfible decree, and laid the foundation of 
all the fuperftition in Egppt, and of the vaft 
power and influence of the priefts there in after- 
ages: in a word, who ruined Egypt, and re- 
duced the fineft, richeft, freeft country, then in 
the world, to a ftate of mifery, poverty, and 
vaffalage, and entirely overthrew that free 
conftitution, and introduced fuch an abfolute 
power, both in church and ftate, as had never 
been known in the world before: who buried his 
father with greater funeral pomp, and magnifi- 
cent mourning, than had ever been known in 
Egypt, even for the beft of their kings, and yet 
at laft himfelf died obfcurely, and had a private 
interment, without any public notice taken of it.’ 


— This is the doétor’s charaéter of Fofeph, with- 
out mentioning one fingle virtue, either of private 
or public life, belonging to him, On the contrary, 


The [. ered biftorian (whom he pretends to keep 


clofe to) /pzaks of him with the higheft honour ; 


ec 





as a perion greatly in the favour of God, and 
- pro- 
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profpered by him wherever he went, even in fo 
extraordinary a manner, as to become the obferva- 
tion of others; as one of the ftricteft fidelity in 
every truft committed to him, of the moft ex- 
emplary chaftity and honour, that no {follicitati- 
ons could overcome, of the moft fixed reverence 
for God in the midft of all the corruptions of an 
idolatrous court and kingdom, of the nobleft 
refolution and fortitude, that the ftrongeft temp- 
tations could never fubdue ; of the moft admi- 
rable fagacity and wifdom, prudence and difcre- 
tion, that made even a prince and his nobles 
look upon him as under divine infpiration ; of 
that indefatigable induftry and diligence, as made 
him fuccefstul in the moft arduous attempts; of 
the moft generous compaffion and forgivenefs of 
fpirit, thac the moft malicious and cruel injuries 
could never weaken or deftroy , as the preferver 
of Egypt and the neighbouring nations, and as 
the ftay and fupport of his own father and fa- 
mily ; as one patient and humble in adverfity, 
moderate in the ufe of power and the height of 
profperity, faithful as a fervant, dutiful as a fon, 
affectionate as a brother, juft and generous as a 
prince and ruler; in a word, as one of the beft 
and moft finifhed character, and as an inftance 
of the moft exemplary and profperous piety and 
virtue.” And, agreeably to this account of the 


facred penman, he is fpoken of with the greateft 
refpect by other writers, who cannot be fuppofed to 
have had any particular attachment to the Fewifl 
Nation, ———- And it is worthy of obfervation, that 
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Manetho, (ap. Fofeph. contr. Apion. 1. 26.) who 
was himfelf an Egyptian prieft, and wrote of the 
Egyptian affairs, and pretended to take his hif- 
tory from the facred books of the Egyptians, 
tho’ he reproaches the Fews as infected with the 
leprofy, and charges them with deftroying the 
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s¢ cities of Egypt, burning their temples, and mur- 
«« dering their horfemen, and that they abftained 
«s from no kind of wickednefs and cruelty ; and 
¢¢ tho” he fpeaks contemptuoufly of Mo/es, as in- 
« feéted with the leprofy, an Heliopolizan by birth, 
«- and fays, that he was firft called Ofarfiph, from 
«es the Heliopelitan Ofris, and afterwards changed 
«© his name into Mo/es; yet he makes no mention 
<< of Fo/eph, nor hath the leaft fyllable to alledge 
«© againft him.’ — And in like manner, Apion, 
«¢ againft whom 7o/ephus wrote, who was an Egyp- 
“¢ tian by original, and wrote of the affairs of 
«© Koypt, though his invention fupplied him with 


«s many flanders againit Mo/es and the Jews ; yet 
<< leaves the character of Fcfepbh untouch’d, without 
ee 


one fingle calumny to affeét him.” 
That his 1s the true charaéicr of Fofeph, mutt 
(I think) appear to every one, who reads his hif- 
tory with that humble difpofition and friendly fpi- 
rit, which ought to guide ail perfons in the judg- 
ment they form of others. But Mr. Chandler, out 
of the great goodnefs of his heart, (both to the 
dead, who have been wrong’d, and to the living, 
who might be mifled) has made out every thing 
relating hereto, with that depth of learning, and 
{trength of judgment, and happinefs of ftile, that 
it is imMpoffible for even the moft unbenevolent and 
abandon’d free-thinker, that reads him with atten- 
tion, to refilt the evidence of what he advances. 
All the exception that, I apprehend, can be made 
azainft bis manner, is, that he frequently intermixes 
with his arguments a good dea! of refentment on the 
weaknefs and wickednefs of his antagonift: but, as 
tha: common reviler, in the characters he gives of the 
{cripture-heross, converts every thing to gall and 
bitterne/s, fays net a word of their virtues, gives the 
moit invidious turns to dubious paflages, perverts the 
plaineft that have any thing in their favour, racks his 
invention 
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invention for matter of defamation, and that, too, 
contrary to the faircft evidence of all hiftory, both 
facred and profane, and without ever difcovering 
the leaft remorfe for the mifchicf he is doing ; one 
would think there can hardly be any, but muft be 
pleafed that Mr. Chandler, while he is vindicating 
the memorics of the dead worthies, takes occafion 
to execute jultice on the wretch, who had the heart 
to draw fatisfaétion and a livelihood from an em- 
ployment fo inhuman as that of traducing the greateft 
perfonages in the records of holy writ, apparently 
with a view ot deriving a reproach on the Old 
Teftament-difpenfation, and begetting in people’s 
minds a defpicable idea of what we call the word 
of God. 

For my part, tho’ | am faturnine enough to dif- 
like any thing perfonal in controverfy, I cannot 
but own that | look upon Mr. Chandler’s reflexions 
of this nature (fo reafonably are they made, and 
fo genteely exprefs’d) as a very agreeable feafoning 
to his work, that gives a relifh to the entertain- 
ment, and even force to his argument. Nor do I 
remember any thing fo poignant and perfuafive in 
any of our polemical writers, unlefs it be in Andrew 
Marvei’s Rebearfal, &c. and Mr. Aifop’s Melius 


liguivendum. 


This Article was [ent to us by an unknown Hand. 
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ARTICLE MIL 


There hath lately been publifh’d in O&avo, 
Price 3s. flitch’d, The Reafonablenefs of 
the Chriftian Religion, as delivered in the 
Scriptures ; being an Anfwer to a late Trea- 
tife, entitled, Chriltianity not founded on 
Argument. The Anfwer is in Three Parts, 
Part \. contains the Arguments for the Truth 
of the Chriftian Religion. Part Il. the An- 
fwers to the Difficulties and Objections pro- 
poled by the Author of Chrittianity not 
founded on Argument. Part III. an In- 
terpretation of the Texts which that Author 
bas perverted. By GEORGE BENson, 
London: Printed for |, Noon, at the White 
Hart im Cheapfide. 


T is now faid, by fome, that the Author of 

Chriftianity not founded on Argument is a ‘fe/uit. 
Whatever he be, Mr. Ben/on has not meddled with 
his Perfon, but attack’d his Arguments. In the 
Preface, he has fhewn the various Shapes in which 
that Author appears, and the various Chara¢ters he 
has afflumed, in writing againft rational Chriftiani- 
ty ; and that there are thrown out fome Infinuations, 
which feem to bear hard upon natural Religion. 

This An/wer is writ by way of Dialogue, to {tate 
the Objections, and introduce the proper Anfwers to 
them, with greater Eafe, and to make the Per- 
formance more entertaining. 

As this Treatife was defigned for a more general 
Ule, than merely to anfwer Chriffianity not founded 
on Argument, in the firff Part there is a fummary 
Account of the pofitive Evidences of the Truth of 
the Chriftian Religion ; — that the Reader may fee 
what 
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what a Variety of Arguments may be alledged, and 
to what a confiderable Number and Force they 
amount ; — the Doétrines and Precepts of Chriftia- 
nity are all reafonable, and the Argument is re- 
markably ftrong from Prophefy, from Miracles, 
from the Refurrection of Chrift, and from the moft 
plentiful Effufion of the Spirit, confequent to Chritt’s 
Refurreétion and Afcenfion. 

The plain Inferences from all which are thefe, 
viz. That Chriftianity is founded on Argument , and 
that the Spread of Chriftianity, when attended with 
fuch abundant Evidence, was the very Event one 
would have expected , and that thefe Things afford 
us an eafy, rational, and fatisfactory Account of the 
{fpeedy Progrefs of the Gofpel, notwithftanding the 
fierce Oppofition made to it by tyrannical Princes, 
Superftitions, bigotted or defigning Priefts, and ig- 
norant, prejudiced, and vicious Men, —~ Whereas 
the Infidels are forced to acknowledge fuch an Ef- 
tect, without being able to aflign any fufficient 
Caufe, or to give any Account of the Matter, but 
what is purely imaginary, or the Fruit of their own 
Invention. 

When the pofitive Evidence of the Truth of 
Chriftianity arifes fo high, — it is not alledging 
fome few Difficulties from fome particular Texts 
(which may not perhaps be generally underftood) : 
But the Dei/ts fhould confider who have the moft 
and the ftrongeft Arguments, and ought to deter- 
mine according to the fuperior Evidence, 

The Author of Chriffianity not founded on Argu- 
ment had drawn feveral Osjeétions againf} rational 
Fuith ; — from the Uncertainty of Reafon ;— from 
our being required to think all alike ; — from the 
Affertion of fome, that Reafon has nothing to do in 
Matters of Faith; — from the Impoffibility of 
Children’s being baptized into a rational Religion ;— 
irom thePrejudices of Education ;—fromMens being 
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obliged to believe, before they can underftand ; — 
from the Sufficiency of natura] Religion; — from 
our being obliged to pray, Lord, increafe our Fath, 
_ from Miracles having been perform’d, Time out 
of Mind, in Favour of falfe Doétrines as well as 
true; — from Miracles being nothing but the natu- 
ral Effects of Gofpel-Benevolence ; — from the 
thirty choufand various Readings of the New Tefta- 
ment collected by Dr. Mi//s; — from our having 
only the Teftimony of Friends to the Truth of 
Chriftianity ; — from the lettered World’s treating 
Chriftianity with Contempt ; — from the A ffertions 
of fome great Men, who have reprefented Rea/on 
and Chriflianity as utterly repugnant to one ano- 
ther ; —— from the Behaviour of fome Divines, who 
have not treated Religion as a rational Thing ; — 
from the Civil Magiftrate’s eftablithing Religion by 
the Power of the Sword ; — and, finally, from the 
common People’s being unable to reafon or judge 
at all in Matters of Religion. — All thefe various 
Objeétions are particularly anfwer’d in Part II. 

The Third and laft Part of Mr. Ben/on’s Anfwer 
is taken up in explaining thofe Texts which his An- 
tagonift had perverted and grofly abufed. And, 
tho’ the Author of Chriflianity not founded on Ar- 
gument leems to have been confcious of his having 
mifapplied many of them, and to have laid no great 
Strefs upon his own Interpretations ; yet, unto fome 
well-meaning Perfons, the clearing fuch Texts from 
the falfe Gloffes he would put upon them, and the 
abfurd Confequences he, and: others, would draw 
from them, muft be of confiderable Service. The 
various Readings are accounted for, and the Ge- 
nuinenefs and Purity of the Books of the New 
Teftament plainly proved: And, “ if the Hiftory 
ss be true, Cbriianiry mult unqueftionably be 
s¢ true” 


Whether 
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Whether the Author of Chriftianity not founded 
on Argument will acknowledge it, or no, many 
look upon this as not only a full and fuficient An- 
fwer to his Treatife, but a fair Defence of rational 
Chriftianity in general; and as fuch we recommend 
it to our Readers. 


Mr. Benson has alfo juft publifbed, A brief 
Account of Ca/vin’s burning Servetus for 
an Heretic. ‘The Second Edition, correéted, 
and fomewhat enlarged. Price 4d. 


HIS View is to condemn all Kinds and De- 

gees of Perfecution, where, or in whomfo- 

ever found. 1 will give my Reader one Extraét, 

as a Proof of this, and as a Specimen of that Per- 

formance. 

«© When Servetus was thus treated, it was a com- 

‘ mon Thing to burn the Protefants in France. 

‘¢ That very Year many of them fuffered Death, 

«« that the Popi/h Religion might be defended againft 
“ the Progrefs of the Reformed. 


Tantum Relig’o potuit fuadere malorum / 


“ An hiftorical Commentary on thefe Latin Words 
*¢ would be a very curious Work, and an admira- 
‘© ble Antidote again{t Per/ecution. Cruelty is the 
‘© diftinguifhing Character of the Church of Rome / 
‘© Surely Proteffants, who have fo often and fo fe- 
*¢ verely felt the dreadful Effects of that violent 
*¢ Spirit, and bitter Zeal for Religion; — thofe who 
‘¢ have them{elves come out of that great Tribula- 
“* tion, fhould think themfclves, in a more pecu- 
‘¢ Jiar Manner, obliged to exprefs their Abhorrence 
“* of Per/ecution, upon all Occafions, and in every 
‘© Kind and Degree. 
“ But 
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“ But it muft be owned, in Behalf of tho/e per- 


‘* fecuting Proteftants, about the Time of the Re- 
<“ formation, that their Spirit of Perfecution was a 


Remainder of Popery ;——— a pernicious Error, 
which they had imbibed in the Church of Rome! 
She is in a great meafure anf{werable for the Exe- 
cution of Servetus. If the Roman-Carbolics had 
never put any body to Death, on Account of 
Religion, 1 am apt to believe, that Servetus 
would not then have been condemn’d in a Pro- 
teftant City. Calvin, and all the Magiftrates of 
Geneva, in the Year 1553, were born and bred 
up in the Church of Rome. This is the beft 
Apology that can be made for them; for the 
Thing itfelf is by no Means to be vindicated ; — 
tho’ moft Parties, when in Power, have fhewn 
too much Inclination to perfecute, in fome De- 
gree, thofe who could not think juft as they did. 
When will this unchriftian Spirit entirely ceafe ; 
and Perfons in Power acknowledge Liberty to be 
the natural Right of thofe who differ from them, 
and of all Mankind ! — as freely and as heartily 
as they would claim it for themfelves, were they 
the Minority, and wanted that Indulgence which 
they are commonly fo loth to grant to others.” 


This Article was likewife fent us by an unknown 
Hand. 
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ARTICLE IV. 


The Refurrection of Fefus confidered, in An- 
fwer to the Trial of the Witneffes. 


HE Author of this Difcourfe ftiles himfelf, 

in the Title-Page, a Moral Piilofopber. In 
a very fhort Preface, he aflures us, that he is here in 
Queft of Truth, and that if he flrays from it, he de- 
fires ro be direéted to the right Path. He would 
have Scripture and Reafon decide the Controverfy. 

And as he is in this good Dilpofition with rela- 
tion to his Caufe, fo he is very kind to his Readers: 
For, to prevent their having much Trouble in 
turning over their Teftaments, to look out the 
Texts, in order to their comparing the Accounts of 
the Refurreétion, and judging of the Merit of his 
Obfervations thereon, he has placed together, at 
the Beginning of this Work, what the Golpel-Hif- 
torians have delivered upon that Head, in their own 
Words. 

His Quotations relate, Firft, Zo the Appearance 
of Fefus Chriff to Mary Magdalene ; for the Hif- 
tory of which he cites the ten firft Verfes of the 
twenty-eighth Chapter of St. Afattbew 5 the eleven 
firft Verfes of the fixteenth of St. Mark; the eigh- 
teen firft Verfes of the twentieth of St. Fobn; and 
the twelve firft Verfes of the twenty-fourth of St. 
Luke. Secondly,"7o Chrij?s Appearance to two 
Difctples 5 concerning which he cites from the thir- 
teenth to the thirty-fifth, both inclufive, of the 
twenty fourth of St. Lake’s Gofpel ; and the twelfth 
and thirteenth Verfes of the fixceenth of St. Mark. 
Thirdly, To the Appearance of Fefus to all the 
Apojiles ; with reference to which he cites the fix- 
teenth and four following Verfes of the twenty eighth 
of St. Matthew ; the fourteenth and fix following 
Verfes 
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Verfes of the fixteenth of St. Mark; from the thir- 
ty-fixth to the fifty third, both inclufive, of the 
twenty-fourth of St. uke; and the nineteenth and 
four enfuing Verfes of the twentieth of St. ‘Fokn. 
Another Appearance, Foba relates in the fix iubfe- 
quent Verfes of the fame twentieth Chapter. He 
tells us likewife of an Appearance of Jefus after this, 
to feven Difciples, at the Sea of 7iberias, where he 
wrought a Miracle in catching Fifh, and dined 
with them ; confirmed Peter in his Love, and bade 
him follow him, but whither is not faid. Further, 
the Appearance of Jefus to all the Difciples is fpo- 
ken of, és i. from the firft to the ninth Verfe, 
both inclufive; 1 Corinthians, Chap. xv. from the 
third Verfe to the eighth, both inclufive. 

All thefe Paffages of Scripture our Author has 
fet down at Length, in the Order [ have here named 
them. 

In the Profecution of his Subject he confiders, 

Firf, Of the Reafonablenefs of examining it. 

Secondly, Of fome Things mentioned by the Au- 
thor of the Trial of the Witneffes, that precede the 
Subject of the Refurreiion. 

Thirdly, Of what is faid concerning the Refur- 
rection of Jefus by the Author of the Zria/ of the 
Witneffes, and by the Witnefles themielves, 

In treating thefe feveral Points, our Author has 
not been foaring of his Words, but feems rather to 
have loaded his Reafoning therewith: His Senti- 
ments would have fuffered no wamage by thofe 
being fewer ; and would certainly have ap- 
peared with greater Advantage, if his Language 
had been more correét, his Periods a little better 
turn’d, and his Pointing more exact. The Force 
of his Arguments is, I think, compris’d in the fol- 
Jowing Paragraphs.* 

_ ™ Thave here and there aliered the Author's Pointing, where 
it Was evident!y wrong. 
The 
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The firft Thing he confiders is the Reafonable- 
nefs of examining the Subject now before us. And 
here he fays, 

The Refurreétion of Jefus being made an im- 
portant Article of Faith, becomes an Affair of Im- 
portance, therefore the Examination with much 
Care and Caution feems highly neceflary. Thofe 
that think there is no need of it, cannorc tell what 
need there is, without examining. Thofe that think 
it is of Importance mult certainly own ’tis worth 
the Scrutiny. If it be not proper to be examined, 
it muft be either becaufe it is not worthy of it, or 
will not bear it, which is faying that it 1s not true : 
But how is this known without Inquiry? Or, if it 
be alledged that it is not proper to be fearched into, 
becaufe it isa Myflery, then ’tis fo, either of God- 
linefs or of Iniquity ; for, according to Scripture, 
there are Myfteries in both ; and how do we know 
which of thefe it is, without examining? Let us 
bring this-.Deed to the Light, that the Truth of it 
may appear. That Principle or Fact which cannot 
bear Reafon and Examination cannot be true, for ic 
flies the Face of Reafon, which is Truth’s De- 
fender, and trembles at Examination, which Truth 
delights in, 

Can that be efteemed a fair Trial, where the Evi- 
dences are only on one Side of the Queftion, and 
muft be admitted for Faét or Truth to both Parties, 
becaufe the Defendants, to try their own Caufe, ad- 
mit none but their own Witneffes? Perhaps, be- 
caufe it had been faid by Mr. Woolfton, That *sés 
happy for us, that the very Account given by the pre- 
tended Witneffes of this Fait, is Jufficient to deftroy 
the Credit of it. If fo, thofe Books muft be noto- 
rioufly bad indeed that contradict themfelves, and 
deftroy their own Authority. 

Is it not right for thofe who would examine the 
Truth of Things, to endeavour to hear both Par- 
ties ? 
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ties? Why not as well in this as in other Cafes? 
Is it not as neceffary, or will it not bear examining ? 

An Hiftory of an uncommon Kind fhould have 
more than common Proof, better Proof than is fuf- 
ficient in ordinary Hiftories; that is, the Proofs 
given fhould be equal to the Things to be proved, 
and the more momentous the A ffair is, or, according# 
to the Concern and Confequence of it, the more 
plain and certain the Evidence fhould be. 

If the Refurreétion be a Fraud, or the Evidence 
forged, what Books have we to prove them fo? 
Muft not the Difcovery of Truth in fuch Cafe be 
attended with great Difficulty ? Can it be expected, 
that an equitable Iffue fhould be obtained from what 
may be fairly reafon’d out of their own Reports ? 
Such a Cafe no body in a Suit of Law would care 
to ftand the Trial of, where it is well known before- 
hand that the Witnefles are all agreed to caft the 
Plaintiff, and, tho’ his Caufe be good, he can have 
no other. What Chriftians would care to have the 
Truth of the Gofpel-Hiftory tried by the Books of 
their Adverfaries, if any fuch exifted? If they 
were allowed no other Way to prove the Refurrec- 
tion of Jefus, but by the Books of the unbelieving 
Jews that were written to difprove it, what would 
they fay? How favourably then fhould Men think 
of that Caufe, which, tho’ attended with all thefe 
Difficulties, dares to venture fuch a Trial? And 
what, on the other hand, muff the unprejudiced Part 
of Mankind think of that Caufe, whofe Evidence 
betrays itfelf to juft Cenfure ? * 
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* This is a Coup d’Eclat, a Contraft which no doubt our 
Author glories in. His Cave fhall triumph againft all Diff- 
culties, and fhall have the Teftimony even of its Adverfary’s 
Witneffes ; while his Oppofers fhall be caft upon their own 
Evidence. But what is his Cau‘e? Is it not the meaneft and 
wickedeft in the World ? What is it, but the Subverfion of Chri- 
fiianity ; an Inftitution the moft honourable and the moft friendly 
to 
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In the fecond Place our Author confiders of fome 
Things mentioned by the Writer of the Trial, chat 
precede the Subject of the Refurrection. From 
what he has offered to this Purpofe the enfuing Paf- 
fages are extracted. 

The Writer of the Trial fays, Nothing can be 
more material than to fhew a Fraud of this kind, 
(like that of the Refurrection of Jefus] that pre- 
wailed univerfally in the World. Our Author an- 
fwers, ** But the Belief of this Fact, whether it be 
«s a Fraud or not, has not yet prevailed univerfally 
‘in the World; and wherever it has prevailed, 
¢ neither Fraud nor Force have been wanting to 
«© make it prevail.” The Trial infinuates the con- 
trary, comparing it with the Story of Mabomet, 
which has gained great Credit, and been received 
by many Nations. How was it received ? fays the 
Trial. Was not every Man converted to this Faith 
with the Sword at bis Throat? In our Cafe, every 
Witne/s to the Refurreétion, and every Believer of it 
was hourly expofed to Death, &c. To this our Au- 
thor replies, ** That the firft Promulgators of Chri- 


to Mankind that can be imagined? If this unhappy Man never 
faw the blefled Effects of it, in the Lives of its fincere Votaries, 
and, confequently, the ineftimable Value of it, the Writer of 
this Note has been a Witnefs thereof, and hopes he fhall ever 
retain a lively Senfe of it: And while he does fo, he cannot 
pollibly favour its virulent Oppofers. A candid Inquiry into the 
Grounds of it is every Man’s Dury, to whom it is propofed ; 
nor is any one obliged to give or declare his Affent thereto, if, 
after a due Scrutiny, he perceives not a fufficient Foundation ; 
and to reproach or hurt any one on the Score of fuch a Conduét 
is extremely iniquitous. But, on the other hand, we may ven- 
ture to affirm, that no Man can be of a good Difpofirion, who 
manifefts an Antipathy to the Scripture Revelation, Certainly, 
the Bible does not deferve a more contemptuous or violent Treat- 
ment than tho‘e Books which make not the leaft Pretenfion to 
Divinity ; and yet, a Man, who form’d a Judgment of it merely 
trom the Behaviour of our Infidels, muft imagine it to be the 
moit pernicious Piece that ever was written. Is not their Averfion 


owing to the divine Characters that are fo vifibly ftamped on it? 
“ ftianity 
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ftianity did not eftablifh [he fhould fay, propa- 
«< gate] it by Force, till they had the Power, but 
«© when they were poficffed of the Kingdom, the 
¢ Sentence was, Thofe mine Enemies, who would 
¢ not that I fhould reign over them, bring them 
‘ hither and flay them before me.” And ever 
fince, he tells us, Chriflians have exceeded the Ma- 
bometans in Violence, Ten-fold. ‘* Wherever Chri- 
«< ftianity has come, if it was not planted with 
‘© Blood, it has been watered with it.” This is a 
direét Falfhood, into which, I would hope, our 
Author was led by a Deficiency of Judgment: But 
it is the Error or the Fault of the whole Clan, to im- 
pute to Chriftianity, what is wholly owing to the cor- 
rupting of, or departing from, that moft amiable 
Inftitution ; which they weakly or wickedly reproach 
with being the Caufe of that which it is the very 
Reverfe of. Should Infidels ever obtain the Power 
of the Sword, the World would foon find they were 
no Enemies to penal Laws, or perfecuting, how 
much foever they now abhor and exclaim againft 
Perfecution. 

The Trial fays, concerning the Difference between 
the Refurreétion of Jefus and that of Dr. Emmes, 
In one Cafe, every Thing happened that was proper 
to convince the World of the Truth of the Refurrec- 
tion, in the other the Event manifefled the Cheat. 
Our Author replies, “ ’ Tis ftrange, if every Thing 
«¢ happened as here faid, that the World fhould be 
‘¢ fo far from being convinced of the Refurreétion 
“¢ of Jefus, that the ews, in particular, among 
‘© whom this was done, or faid to be done, were 
«© not convinced of it then, nor are they yet.—— 
‘* But every Thing did not happen, that was pro- 
‘¢ per to convince the World, becaufe the only 
‘¢ Thing neceflary did not happen, vz. the pub- 
«¢ lic Appearance of Jefus among the Fews after- 
“ wards, as before. Should we have faid of Dr. 
“ Emmes, 
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‘ Emmes, if his Body had been gone in the 
«© Night, and fome of his Difciples had afterwards 
‘< attefted that he was rifen from the Dead, and 
«¢ they had feen him alive, that every Thing hap- 
«© pened which was proper to convince the World 
‘¢ of the Truth of it?” 
The Trier fays, That Chri? was fo far from en- 
couraging the Notions of the People, that their Chrift 
eas to be a victorious Princes that it was bis main 
Point to correé thoje Prejudices, and by this Means 
be fell into Difgrace with them, and fuffered as one 
who in their Opinion deftroyed the Law and the Pro- 
poets. Our Author denies the Juftnefs of this Re- 
mark, and fome others, which the Trier has made, 
to the fame Purpofe. And then he goes on as fol- 
lows: 
“© That Jefus explained away the kingly Office 
‘¢ of the Meffiah, does no where appear. —— The 
« Evange nits fay, that ’cwas prophefied, Jefus fhould 
“ be King of J/rae] ; the Wife-men inquired, Where 
© he was who was born King of the Yews ? The 
‘© Angels declared, the Lord ‘God would give unto 
‘© him the Throne of his Father David, and that 
«he fhould reign over the Houfe of Jacob for 
‘© ever; Nathaniel called him the King of J/rael, 
“© fo did the Multitude: Jefus was fo far from re- 
‘© buking them for it, that he jaf ftified them in i, 
“and he was called the King of the ews; it is 
‘s true, he had not the Kingdom, therefore, when 
‘¢ he was about to fuffer for ir, he found it was not 
‘“* of this World; tho’ this he never told his Dif- 
“ciples. But as Jefus was not King of J/rae/ in a 
** natural Senfe, he is made the King of the {piri- 
** tual //rael, and becaufe he was no external tem- 
‘** poral King, he muft be an internal and eternal 
“ one, to fulfil the Scripture. This fhews the 
“Difficulties Men are reduced to, in explaining 
** the Scriptures to ferve their Purpofes ; that, when 
cs ¢ plain 
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plain and obvious Senfe fails to do it, —they 
“¢ betake themfelves to the mean Refuge of Figures, 
‘© Tropes, Allegories, and myftical Twifting the 
“¢ facred Wax, to take the Impreffion of any Seal 
“¢ that is put upon it. It’s plain, that becaufe Jefus 
«© had not taken the Kingdom before the Report of 
his Refurreétion and Afcenfion, the Apoftles faid, 
that before that Generation was dead, he fhould 
come again, raife them that believed in him, 
reign over the Jews, and fubdue the Gentiles. 
But the Time then mentioned for the literal Ac- 
complifhment being elapfed, it is now high Time 
to underftand it fpiritually ; or give it fome my- 
{tical Interpretation ; that the Credit of the New 
Teftament Prophecies, tho’ fhipwreck’d in the 
Letter, may be faved in the Spirit.” * 

Ir having been obferved, by Infidels, that ai/ 
falfe Religions have pretended to Infpiration, the 
Trier fays, This only fhews that Revelation is by 
the common Confent of Mankind, the very beft Foun- 
dation of Religion, and therefore every Impoftor pre- 
tends to it. Our Author conceives, *¢ That which 
«¢ is the Foundation of any, much lefs of every falle 
‘© Religion, cannot be the Foundation of the true.” 
And then he hurries over fome beaten Topics, that 
have been frequently difcufs’d by much abler Pens 
than his or mine. 

But here again his diftinguifhing Faculty appears 
with no great Advantage. He fhould know, that 
it is not Infpiration which ts the Foundation of any 
Religion, whether true or falfe. All Religions are 
founded on certain Doétrines or Precepts ; Infpira- 
tion being not the Foundation even of thefe, but 
only the Means by which they are firft made known. 
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* This Stile of Infult and Banter, the like to which appears 
every where throughout this Piece, is but ill becoming a Man 
who prolefies h.:mielf a candid Inquirer after Truth. 


If 











Art. 4. For JULY, 1743. 67 
If all the Inftitutors of new Religions have pre- 
tended toInfpiration, and all Religions have been re- 
ceived in the World on thatPretence, it thereby indeed 
feems to have been the univerfal Senfe of Man- 
kind, that they had no fure Footing to go upon, 
in a Matter of fuch Confequence as Religion is, 
but the revealed Will of God. This is an Opinion 
that has till this Day prevailed with Thoufands ; 
but our Author, and other daring Adventurers of 
his Stamp, have not only rejected all Revelation, 
but are outrageous in their Refentments againft thofe 
who are fo foolifh as to pay a Regard to any thing 
under that Character. 

What now muft a rational Inquirer think of this 
Quibble: Falfe Religions bave been founded on Re- 
velation ; True Religion cannot have the fame Foun- 
dation as the falfe ; Therefore true Religion cannot 
be founded on Revelation. Let this Author’s Pro- 
pofition be ever fo true, what fignifies his Conclu- 
fion, till it is made out, that fome falfe Religion 
has been founded on real Revelation. His Conclu- 
fion, as he deduces it, implies, That Infpiration has 
been the Foundation of all falfe Religions ; or that, 
becaufe Impoftors have pretended to be infpired, no 
Body in Truth ever was fo; or that, becaufe many 
Falfities have been impofed on the World as re- 
vealed Truths, there can be no Truths revealed by 
God at all. 

But when all this is faid, or plainly implied, 
then, to obviate the Charge of grofs Abfurdity, 
there comes in a palliating Claufe, viz. That pre- 
tended In{piration, (diftinét from Religion founded 
on the eternal Attributes of the Deity, and the in- 
variable Nature, Reafon, and Fitnefs of Things,+) 
Jubjetts Man’s Condu& to arbitrary Will, not known 


t Certain Phrafes which many fuperficial Infidels have learnt 
to prattle, as intelligently as Parrots talk. 
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rill revealed, nor even then, and ever liable to Alte- 
vation at Pleafure, yet never to be queflioned. It 
our Author knows any that implicitly fubmit to 
any pretended Revelation, without examining its 
Conformity with the Nature and Reafon of Things, 
let him centure their Folly , but Jet him not blend 
with thefe, thofe who receive the Chriftian Revela- 
tion after the ftricteft Scrutiny, 2nd on the firmeft 
Perfuafion of its Agreement with the divine Per- 
fetions, and the Nature of Things. Let not our 
Author, in his mighty Wifdom, brand fuch as 
thefe (and many fuch there are) as Fools; nor let 
him treat thofe, who truft in it on no better Ground 
than the Command or Recommendation of others, 
with greater Contempt or Severity than thofe who 
infult and rejeét it without examining its Evidences 
at all: And fuch are often to be met with. 

Having difpatched thefe Preliminaries, our Au- 
thor proceeds to examine the Grand Point, con- 
cerning what 1s faid in the Trial of the Witneffes, 
and by the Witneffts themfelves, of the Refurrec- 
tion of Jefus. Here I fhal) take Notice only of 
the principal Things he has offered. 

The Trier grants, that fe/us referred to the Au- 
thorities of the ancient Prophecies, to prove that be 
was to die and rife again; he owns, likewife, that 
tho’ the ancient Books referred to ave extant, no [uch 
Prophecies ave to be found in them; yet lays, it is 
not material to the prefent Queftion, whether thefe 
Prophecies ave to be found or no. 

To this our Author anfwers, ** He is not fure that 
‘¢ Jefus did refer to the Authority of the ancient Pro- 
«* phecies to prove thatHe was to die and rile again ; 
‘* only that he reads fo.t” Again, as te the Pro- 


+ At this Rate, he is not fure there was fuch a Perfon as 
Lewis X1V of France, unlefs he had the Honour to fee that 
Grand Monarch: He is {ure only that he has read and heard of 
kin ! 
¢< phecies 
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phecies refer’d to, by the Evangelifts, but net found, 
which Difappointment the Trier makes light of, our 
Author fays, ‘** Strange! Is it not material whether 
«s what thefe Evangelifts fay is true or faife? — 
‘© Whether, through Ignorance, they imagined there 
were Prophecies which were not, and fo were 
deluded ; or, whether, through Defign, they pre- 
tended there was what there was not, to delude 
‘¢ others ; or, whether there are not forged Inter- 
polations crept into their Teftimony, to fet the 
better Glofs on what is infinuated? Could not 
‘¢ they, who could report Prophecies which were 
‘¢ never delivered by the Prophets, report others, 
as delivered by their Mafter, which he never ut- 
tered ; and write what they pleafed of him, long 
after his Departure ?—If there be no Reafon to 
believe them in one Thing, may there not be juft 
‘* Reafon to queftion them in other Things? If 
“‘ they are found guilty of afferting what there is 
no Proof for, what Reafon «is there to believe 
** their Affertions, or to receive them as Proof?” 
The Trier fays, Chriff, by foretelling his Refur- 
rection, certainly put the Proof of bis Miffion on the 
Truth of the Event. Our Author joins Iffue, and 
fays, ** If fo, why was not that Truth proved to 
‘¢ the Satisfaction of thofe People to whom he was 
*¢ fent? Why did he not appear to them after his 
‘* Refurrection, as the true Sign and Proof of his 
‘ Miffion? If they ought to have had this Proof, 
‘*¢ and had it not, what Ground has the Trier to 
‘‘ fay, that after bis Death, no further Credentials 
‘© of Chrifi’s Commiffion to the Jews could be de- 
‘* sanded or expetled ?” 
_ The Trier fays, that Chrifi’s foretelling bis Re- 
Jurreélion, fo publicly that bis keenef? Enemies were 
fully apprifed of it, carried with it the greateft Mark 
of fimcere Dealing , and that the Predittion of Chriff 
concerning his own Refurrection, was a Thing pub- 
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licly known to all ‘ferufalem, for it gave Occafion 
for all the Care that was taken to prevent Fraud. 

Our Author is of a very different Opinion, and 
enters into a clofe Examination of this Matter of 
Cbrifl’s foretelling bis Re/urrettion, and the reft. 
We have no other Way, he fays, of proving this, 
but by the Evidence of the Witneffes. As to thefe, 

1. Matthew fays, that the Chief Priefts and 
Pharifees came unto Pilate, faying, Sir, We ReE- 
MEMBER that this Deceiver faid, while be was yet 
alive, after three Days I will rife again. Now, 
our Author obferves, the Words We remember, 
fignify, that they heard him fay fo. But he finds 
no Account, in any of the four Evangelifts, where 
or when fuch public Prophecy was delivered before 
the Priefts and Pharifees. Matthew, who being 
the only one that tells the Story of watching the 
Sepulchre and fealing the Stone, fhould, particular- 
ly, have given an Account of this public Prophecy, 
but does not: For éur Author will not allow, that 
what we find in the 38th, 39th, and goth Verfes 
of the twelfth Chapter of his Gofpel, are the Words 
referred to by the Chief Priefts and Pharifees ; at 
the fame Time, there is no other Paffage in that 
Evangelift, to which they can be fuppofed to have 
a Reference. 

2. What Luke fays, Chap. xi. 29, 30, feems to 
have been delivered at the fame Time and on the 
fame Occafion as the forementioned Paffage of 
Matthew. But cannot, our Author imagines, be 
made a Prophecy of the Refurreétion, by any who 
is not more a Prophet than he who fpoke it, if he 
{poke no more than Luke has delivered. ‘“ Hence 
«* it may be queftioned, whether Luke delivered 
«© the whole Truth, or Matthew nothing but the 
“© Truth.” 

3. The Words, even as they are in Matthew, do 
not plainly indicate a Refurreétion ; —— ‘* Since 

| ss Jelus 
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“¢ Jefus did not tell the ews what he really meant 
«« by this Sign: For his Words no more predicate 
«« a Refurrection from the Dead, than that Fonab 
«¢ was dead the three Days and three Nights he was 
«« in the Belly of the Fifh.” 

There are other Paflages in the Evangelifts + that 
fome might be apt to regard in the fame Light as 
they have done the precedifig ones ; but, upon Ex- 
amination, our Author will no more allow them to 
be any proper Predictions of Chrift’s Refurrection, 
or to be thofe Predictions which the Scribes and 
Pharifees meant in their Addrefs to Pilate, than he 
will the others. He afterwards fays, 

None of the Evangelifts give any Account, that 
Jefus ever publicly declared, that after three Days 
be would rife again; nor when, or where, he made 
any fuch Declaration, or any thing like it, chat 
plainly prediéted his Refurreétion to the Priefts, 
Scribes, Pharifees, or Sadduces. So that the Re- 
port wants Confirmation, even among the Evange- 
lifts themfelves. And none of them mention the 
Explanation annexed to the Parable of Yonah, but 
Matthew once. However the Prophecy, as he has 
it, is falfe, in two Refpeéts : 

Firft, As to Time, the Prediétion telling us, 
The Son of Man was to lie THREE Days AnD 
THREE NiGuHTs in the Heart of the Earth. 
Whereas Jefus lay but the Space of one Day and a 
half, that is two Nights and a Day, if he did that ; 
for *tis not known when the Body was gone; it 
could not be found at the End of the fecond Night. 
He was buried the Evening of the Preparation- 
Day, and was not in the Sepulchre, at the Dawning 
of the Day which followed the Preparation. 


+ John it. 18, 19, 20, 21, 22. Matt. xvi. 1, 2,3, 4¢ Mark 
Vill, 11, 12. 
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Secondly, This Prediétion was not fulfilled; be- 
caufe the Sign promifed tobe given, was not given 
to thofe it was promifed to. ** For if no Sign was to be 
gtuen tothat** Evi, anp ADULTEROUS GENE- 
“< paTION, but the Sign of Jonas the Prophet,the only 
«¢ Sign of Jefus being the Mefiiah depended upon that 
« Sign being given, or that Prophecy being fulfilled, 
«© t0 the Satisfaction of that evil and adulterous Gene. 
“© vation. But unlefs Jefus appeared after his Re- 
<* furrection to that evil and adulterous Generation, 
¢* not to his Difciples only, then that Prophecy was 
not fulfilled at all, and fo was falfe in Faét. Yee, 
¢ ’tis not fo much as faid that any of that evil 
¢ Generation faw him, only his Difciples and 
¢ Friends, who were not that evil Generation, be- 
* ing not of the World, but chofin our of it. 
Well, but according to threeEvangelifts, our Author 
finds, that Jefus had indeed five Times foretold his 
Difciples of his Refurreétion, in the plaineft Man- 
ner. For thefe Inftances he quotes the undermen- 
tioned Places ; ton which he now and then beftows 
a Remark, in order to point cut the Abfurdities that 
they abound with, in his Opinion, 

As for St. Fobz, the fourthEvangelift, he finds, up- 
on Examination, that he fays nota ‘Word of Chrift’s 
foretelling his Refurreétion, but denies it all: And 
declares that the Difciples did not know any Prophecy 
that Jefus was to rife again. What elfe does thefe 
Words mean, they knew not the Scriptures, that be 
muft vife azain from the dead? If this be true, there 


a 





_t Matt. xvi. 21. Mark viii. 31. Verfe 27, of the fame Chap- 


Luke ix. 18, 22. ‘Chis our Author fuppo‘es the thee Evan- 
pelilts intended for the firlt Time of this Predi¢tion being deli- 
vered. ‘Ihe fecond Time ts related, Matt. xvii. 9. Mark ix. 

c, 10. Athird Time, Matt, xvii. 22, 23. Mark ix. 30, 31, 

32. Luke ix. 43,44, 45- A fourth Time, Matt. xx. 17, 18, 
19. Mark x. 32, 33. Luke xvii. 11. Xvili. 31, 32, 33, 34, 35- 
A &fth Time, Matt. xxvi. 32. Mark xiv. 28. 
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‘; Reafon to fufpeét, all the Predictions of it, in 
Mutthew, Mark, and Luke, to be Forgery. But 
this, he fays, will more evidently apppear, in 

The fecond Period of Time, which reaches from 
the Death of Chrift, to the Re/urreétion reported in 
the Evangelifts. And here he proceeds thus, 

What are we nowtothink of theWatch ? “ Canany 
Man of common Senfe believe, that the Scribes 
and Pharifees fhould be alarmed about the Re- 
furrection of Jefus, if they never heard any more 
of it than what has been mentioned, and that the 
Difciples, to whom it is faid to be plainly and re- 
peatedly foretold, fhould be fuch Mopes as to 
know nothing of the Matter.— That Jefus fhould 
fo exprefly foretel his Refurrection to his Difciples, 
and fay nothing plainly of it to the Scribes and 
Pharifees, yet that thefe fhould be fo alarmed 
with the Words of a Man they did not believe, 
as to watch for it, and the Difciples, on the con- 
trary, not underftand or expect it.”” ——- But that 

the Priefts and Pharifees fet no Watch, and that 
even the Difciples themfelves were not forewarned 
of their Matter’s rifing again, our Author fays, will 
more fully appear by the Facts which the Evan- 
gelifts themfelves relate. 

The Evangelifts agree, that Jefus was laid in the 
Sepulchre, wound in Linnen Clothes, with a great 
Quantity of Spices, as the Manner of the Jews was, 

‘¢ Suppofe now the Priefts and Pharifees went the 
‘“¢ next Day to fetthe Watch, as Matthew reports, 
** did they not Jook into the Sepulchre to fee if the 
Body was there? And if they did fee it there, did 
they not fee how. it was prepared for keeping, if 
it be true that it was fo prepared? And, being Wit- 
nefles thereof, would they not have taken the Sol- 
diers back with them, fatisfied that the Difciples 
knew nothing of any Prophecy of his rifing again, 
and therefore could have no Defign, under that 

Bs ** Pretence, 
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«« Pretence, to fteal away the Body, and report he 
¢ was rifen? Or would they expofe themielves toRidi- 
“ cule byfetting aWatch,and fealing the Sepulchre ?” 
How ridiculous is it for a Man to think of 
deftroying the pofitive Evidence of a Faét by fuch 
trifling Suppofitions ! Bur it is altogether fuitable to 
the Meafure of this Writer’s Candour. 

Well, but our Author will further fhew what De- 
pendence there is on the Truth of Gofpel Hif- 
tory. For, Matthew fays, + when the Body was 
buried, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary fat 
over-againft the Sepulchre. Mark tells us, || that 
Mary Magdalene and Mary the Mother of Jefus 
beheld where he was laid. Luke agrees with them,and 
informs us, that § the Women alfo which came with 
him from Galilee followed after, and beheld the Se- 
pulchre, aud how the Body was laid. ‘Therefore 
they knew, to be fure, that Nicodemus had laid it 
in Spices. Yet Luke fays, * that thefe very Wo- 
men returned from the Sepulchre, and prepared Spices 
and Ointments, and refled the Sabbath Day. And 
Mark, + that they bad bought [weet Spices, that they 
might come and anoint Lim, and came very early in 
the Morning when the Sabbath was paft to do ic. 
Luke relates the fame. But our Author can by no 
Means reconcile this with fobn’s Account; * for 
“< if the Body was laid in the Sepulchre with az 
“© bundredPound Weight of Spices,what need had it of 
“¢ more, or to be done again? ”_- A very judici- 
ous Queftion truly; on the anfwering of which our 
Author feems to fufpend his Judgment of the Cre- 
dibility of the Gofpel Hiftory. ° 

He urges as a farther Inftance of the Difagree- 
ment of thefe Writers, that ** Adattbew tells one 
** Story about guarding and fealing the Sepul- 





+ Mate. xvii.61. || Mark xv. 47. § Luke xxiii. 55. 
* Luke xxii, 56. t Mark xvi. tl. 
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«< chre, Mark and Luke another, which fhews ic 
«< was neither guarded nor fealed; ‘fobn to the 
<< fame Purpofe, but different from both.” 

It is obfervable, he fays, that tho’ this Story of 
the fealing and guarding the Sepulchre is of great Con- 
Sequence, being written to prove that the Diiciples did 
not fteal the Body away by Night, and tho’ it was 
a public Action, it is received only on the Re- 
port of a fingle Teftimony. Thofe that wrote after 
this Witnefs fhould not have been filent about it, 
but given a more particular Account of it, with 
fome corroborating Circumftances, for Confirma- 
tion Sake, to confound Infidels and comfort Believers. 

An honeft Inquirer after Truth, will treat that info- 
lent Sneer at the Clofe of the foregoing Paragraph 
with a deferved Contempt or Pity. The Comfort of 
Believers does not depend on the fealing or not feal- 
ing of Chrift’s Sepulchre, but on his rifing from 
the Dead. And in the Faith of this glorious Event 
many Believers have braved the fevereft Tortures, 
and triumphed even in Death itfelf. May the un- 
happy Writer, who is labouring to deftroy the Foun- 
dation of this bleffed Confidence, not be deftitute 
of the Comfort it affords in his dying Moments, 

Several Pages are employed to invalidate Str. 
Matthew’s Account of the fealing and watching 
the Sepulchre. One of our Author's Arguments for 
this Purpote is as follows, ** The Zewi/fp Priefts and 
‘¢ Rulers, bad as they were, were Men, and bad 

‘© Men have the fame Paffions, and are as fubje& 
to their Government as good Men, if not much 
‘© more; and Miracles ‘urely work more on the 
“6 Paffions than the Reafon of Men; therefore 
Miracles muft have made at leaft the fame Im- 
preffion on them as on other Men: They were 
as willing to have a Meffiah and Deliverer as the 
re{t of their Countrymen, tho’ they did not think 
* Jelus was thatPerfon: BothPriefts andPeople were 
‘* credulous 
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“< credulous of Miracles, being nurfed up in the Belief 
“< ofthem. This being the Cafe, it is incredible, that 
“< if fuch a Miracle had been wrought at the Sepulchre 
“© as Matthew relates, and had been reported to the Rulers 
*¢ of the Zews, by Perfons of their own Party, whom they 
“< had entrufted to watch the Occurrences that might hap- 
€¢ pen there, in whom they could abfolutely confide, and 
“© who had been fo aftonifhed thereby ; I fay it is not to 
“© be credited that in fuch Circumftances the ‘ewi/h Coun- 
‘* cil fhould aé as they are faid tohavedone. ‘To fuppofe 
¢¢ thofe Miracles (at the Crucifixion and Refurreétion of 
<< Jefus) that were told the Priefts and Pharifees, had no 
“Effect on them, thovgh they believed them, is contrary 
** to the common Senfe and Paffions which are the Springs 
<< of Adction in Mankind; nor is it to be thought they 
“© could difbelieve them, when reported to them by fuch 
«¢ Evidences. But, if they had believed them, they mutt 
<¢ have confidered Chrift as the Mefiiah, or their Deliverer, 
“¢ (for fo according to their Prophecies the Meffiah was to 
“¢ be) and would, inftead of hiring Soldiers to conceal the 
Miracle, at the Refurrection, or inftead of ftifling 
any others,have lifted Soldiers in his Service, and fet up 
«¢ his Banner at the Temple Gates, or at leaft would have 
‘¢ filently and cautioufly waited the Event, left they fhould 
<< be found guilty of fighting againft God: For they 
<< muft know, that a Work fo miraculous could only be of 
“< God, and being of God, they could not overthrow it.” 

This may to many feem very plaufible, but to others, 
who have a more intimate Acquaintance with human Na- 
ture, there may appear no [nconfiftency, in the Rulers be- 
lieving the Soldiers Report of what happened at our Saviour’s 
‘Tomb and aéting as they did. ‘There is hardly any thing 
more fallacious than reafoning from general Ideas of Man- 
kind. 

When our Author has, with an obvious Satisfaction to 
himfelf, expatiated on the Inconfiftences which he thinks 
ase to be found in St. Matthew’s Account of Chrift’s 
Refurrection, he proceeds to reprefent clearly, as he fays, 
the true State of the Cafe, by fhewing what Proofs of it 
the Evidence produce, or how thofe that are called Wit- 
neffes agree in their Evidence. This falls under 

The third Period of Time (to ufe his own Expreffion) 
Where the Evidence the Evangelifis give the Worid for = 
‘aék 
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Fa& is the main Confideration. As for what Proofs the 
Apoftles give befides, they will be of no Authority, if 
thofe of the Evangelifts fail. “The Teftimony of thefe 
therefore is what he applies himfelf to confider, and ftre- 
nuoufly endeavours to fhew their Difcordancy. He is af- 
fectedly methodical in his Procefs. It will fuffice, if, with 
lefs Formality, J quote one or two Paflages. 

Firft, The firft Appearance of Jefus is related by AZat- 
thew, Mark, and Fohn. Thefe difagree as to the Perfons 
to whom he appeared: Matthew faying it was to Mary 
Magdalene and the other Mary; Mark and ‘fohn mention 
Mary Magdalene only. 

Secondly, With refpe& to Place and Time they are at no 
lefsVariance. Matthew fays, after the two Mary’s had been 
ai the Sepulchre, and were returning to tell the Difciples 
the News, Jefus met them by the Way. 

Fobn fays, after Mary Magdalene had been at the Se- 
pulchre, and had ran and told the Difciples what was the 
News.there, and came again to the Sepulchre, fhe then faw 
Jefus and the Angels there. 

Thirdly, As tothe Manner, Matthew fays, the Mary's 
held Jefus by the Feet. 

John fays, Jefus forbad Mary to touch him. 

Fourthly, With regard to the Mefiage Jefus is {aid to have 
civen Alary, Matthew fays, that Jefus bid Mary tell his 
Difciples he was going to-Galilee. 

‘Folm fays, that Jefus bid Mary tell his Difciples he was 
going to his Father. 

Our Author attempts after this to fhew, that the Evan- 
gelifts are no more agreed about theCircummftances attending 
Peter and ‘Joba's going to the Sepulchre of our Saviour, 
after they had heard of his Refurrection, 

Fle then goes on to confider the fecond Appearance of 
Chrift after his RefurreGtion,wiz. To the twoDifciples going 
to Emmaus, He aims at evincing the Improbability of Se. 
Luke’sAccount of this Matter, and pretends to obviate what 
the Author of the Trial of the IVitneffes has alledg’d for 
the Support of it, 

A third Appearance of our bleffed Saviourwas to all the 
Apoftles, But our Author is far from acquiefcing in the 
scripture Account of it, 

“© Matthew, Mark, and Luke agree, that when the Dif- 
** ciples were made acquainted with the Refurreétion of 
“* Jefus they met him for the firft and lait Time. But this, 
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<< St. ‘Fobn, the Author of the 44s, and St. Paul con- 
** tradict ; for they tell us of other Appearances afterwards, 
“© Matthew and Mark fay, the Difciples had Orders 
to meet Jefus at Galilee, but Luke and the Author of 
the Aéts fay, the Difciples had Orders not to depart 
<< from Ferufalem. 

“© Matthew difagrees with Luke, both as to the Time 
and Place of this Appearance ; for Matthew fays, it was 
<* at a Mountain in Gakilee, where Jefus had appointed 
<< them ; therefore the Difciples could not be there on the 
Evening he rofe, the neareft Part of Galilee being above 
threefcore Miles from ‘ferufalem, where, according to 
Luke, this Appearance was. —— 

«> The Author of the Aés fays, that Jefus wag with 
the Apoftles forty Days, Luke only one Day. Now 
“* could this Author be Luke, who fo contradicts Luke ? 
“¢ Fohn agrees with Luke, that Jefus appeared to his 
Ditciples on the Evening of the firft Day of the Week ; 
and, by the Circumftances, this Appearance was at 
Ferufalem, tho’ he does not name the Place; but ‘fohn 
difagrees with the other three, in not making it the laft 
and only one to the Apoftles. The three fay the eleven 
were gathered together, at the Time of it; ‘fobn fays, 
Thomas one of the eleven, was not there; fo that there 
vcre but ten of them.” 

‘¢ “fobn tells us of more Appearances of Jefus to his 
Diiciples than the other Evangelifts do, and after they 
fay he afcended, or took his Jaft Leave of them; it is 
fufficient therefore to fay of ‘John’s Evidence, that his 
deftroys their’s, or their’s deftroys his. 

St. Paul likewife mentions Appearances of Jefus which 
‘© the Evangelifts do not, but he writes by Hear-fay, and 
** focan be no proper Evidence.” And how little what he 
fays, in feveral Places, is to be depended on, our Author 
{trives to evince.” 

I have now, as I apprehend, given the Reader a View of 
that Part of this Work, wherein the Strength of our Au- 
thor’s Argument lies againft the Refurrection of our Savi- 
our, ‘The remaining Part of his Book, befides a difguftful 
Repetition of the fame Sentiments and Reafonings as we 
had before, affords nothing that can be of any Service to his 
Caufe, if what we have here taken Notice of, prove in- 
fufficient: and if what he has already offered ftands good, 
all that enfues is needlefs. THE 
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